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Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, 
even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all 
men have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 
											           — 2 Thessalonians 3:1-3



About the cover: Women eagerly gather around a Bible in Pakistan, where Christians living in rural, 
tribal and mountainous areas have little access to God’s Word.

Christ at the Centre, in Truth
Persecution is not the only strategy of our spiritual enemy. He wins by getting us 
to give ourselves to anything but Christ. For each person he has defeated through 
persecution that tempts them to unfaithfulness or despair, there are surely at least 
10 he has defeated through simply tempting them with selfishness and worldliness. 
Whether through pleasure or suffering, distraction or despair, he wins when Christ  
is no longer the centre of our lives, our families or our churches.

Our Christian family members in hostile areas and restricted nations are especially 
good at demonstrating their commitment to Christ by firmly establishing the Bible 
and prayer as the means by which our Lord is made — and kept — the centre of their 
daily patterns of behavior. 

One of the blessings of the persecution our brothers and sisters face is clear 
understanding that they are dependent upon the revelation of Christ in God’s Word. 
They hunger for that which they know to be necessary for their survival. This month’s 
magazine powerfully displays something that persecuted Christians have taught me 
through their example, hard-earned in suffering: Despite grave risk and great cost, 
they do not allow God’s Word and prayer to be relegated to the fringes of their daily 
behaviors. They use Scripture in ways that ensure Christ is placed at the centre, in 
truth.

Christians under severe persecution value the mutual encouragement they experience 
while prayerfully reading the Bible in groups (see cover and pp. 4 and 9). In this 
way, they strengthen one another by making their petitions to God according to 
his Word (“your kingdom come, your will be done”) and allowing God’s thoughts 
and ways to be placed higher than their own. This is not approaching the Bible for 
reading and study as if it were any other book; rather, it is bowing together before 
the words of Almighty God in worship. We benefit from seeing how our brothers 
and sisters grow — not in knowledge and pride, but in obedience and humility. We 
bow before your Word, Lord. Strengthen and change us!

Please understand that in a context of persecution, gathering for group Bible study 
and prayer is dangerous. Ironically, those of us living in freedom are often the 
ones who relegate the Bible to a casual, personal and sporadic engagement. Our 
persecuted brothers and sisters know the value of demonstrating their commitment 
to Christ through corporate and regular engagement with God’s Word, so they 
willingly risk oppression, attack and imprisonment. 

Sadly, because of persecutors’ opposition, relatively few Christians in the most 
difficult places to follow Christ own Bibles. This is a measurable problem, and its 
solution is achievable in our lifetime — if we are willing to pay the price. I pray each 
of us will worship Christ, the living Word, through devotion to prayer and his written 
Word. And may each of us take our place in one of the great endeavors of the global 
body of Christ today: getting a Bible to every Believer in hostile areas and restricted 
nations — at any cost.
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HEARING
HOPE 

After an injury and infection left 
her crippled and dying, a woman in 

Burkina Faso heard what she believed 
was the Lord’s voice. Today, she helps 
others hear the precious Word of God.

To reach Amina’s tiny house, you must leave the centre 
of Burkina Faso’s capital, Ouagadougou, and navigate 
a maze of dirt roads that seem to stretch endlessly 

through the outskirts of the sprawling city.
Beyond the innumerable mud-brick houses sits a rock 

quarry where widows and young children bust rocks to 
make gravel using only chisels and hammers. They work, 
wait and hope that someone will eventually buy their pile 
of small stones so they can afford to buy food. 

Those who crush rocks under the blazing sun know their 
only alternatives are begging, prostitution or starvation.

But not far from the deplorable conditions of the gravel 
pit, a small group of women have found immeasurable 



French, one of several languages spoken in the country, 
on a device that looks like a small radio.  
 
	 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord!

O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

 
	 Seven women sit on the ground, happy to be together. 
The psalm continues: 
 
 	 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,

and in his word I hope; … 

O Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption. 

 
	 “Listening to the Word of God helped me to have hope,” 
said a group member named Veronica. “Most of the old 
ladies did not have a chance to go to school, and now all 
the Word of God is in that box. Listening to the Word like 
this helps us a lot.”

A woman named Katerine said that when the troubles of 
life cause her to worry, Scripture changes her perspective. 
“Listening to the Word of God is really something good for 
me,” she said. “It is giving me more life. When you listen 
to the Word of God, you have a joyful future.” To expand 
on her meaning, she said the truths from the Bible are like 
seeds that have to be planted to grow.

Another woman, Christine, who is probably in her 
70s, used to bust rocks into gravel at the quarry. “I grew 
up and didn’t know how to read,” she said. “Now I am 
listening to the Word of God, and I can really testify that 
it changed my life.”

What Amina has learned about God and his Word has 
changed her life as well.  

Hearing the Voice of Truth
Amina was raised in a Muslim family, and she later 
married a Muslim man who died after they had three 
children together. Amina supported herself and her 
children by working in her family’s fields, until one day 
she cut her leg badly in a bicycle accident. 

The wound, on her right lower leg, became severely 
infected and wouldn’t heal. The infection spread to other 
parts of her body, eventually leaving her unable to walk 
well or do daily chores. When medicine failed to help, 
Amina contacted a traditional spirit medium. That didn’t 
help either. 

“I couldn’t even move,” she said. “It was too painful, as if I 
had coals in my body.” Amina expected and prepared to die.

“I was really, really sad,” she said. “Sometimes when 
people came to see me, ... they gave me some money. I took 
some and saved the rest for my burial.”

meaning and value in studying God’s Word. Three times 
a week, they gather beneath a corrugated metal roof in 
Amina’s small courtyard to listen to Bible verses on an 
audio player. 

“All the people coming here for the Bible study are 
really happy,” Amina said. Some of the women have been 
attending her Bible study for years, while others are 
new to the group. And though they all have their own 
struggles, they help bear each other’s burdens.

“Often people come here sad, ... and I take time with 
them to pray and to open the Word of God,” Amina said. 
“That helps them a lot.” 

On this day, they are studying Psalm 130. Several 
cannot read, so the words of the psalmist are heard in 

Above: Amina’s leg became badly infected after a 
bicycle accident. Left: Amina (far left) uses a special 
audio player to share God’s Word with her neighbours. 



Then one night she heard a voice. “I was sleeping,” 
Amina recalled, “and I heard a voice telling me, ‘Go to 
the Christians so they can pray for you.’” But she didn’t 
understand the message. “I know about praying,” she 
explained, “but I don’t know about praying for you.”

Amina was familiar only with the Islamic tradition of 
kneeling and praying toward Mecca five times a day. “I 
stood up and said, ‘I am praying every day! In the morning, 
I pray. In the afternoon, I pray. In the evening, I pray.’” 

Amina went back to sleep. But early the next morning, 
she heard the voice again, telling her to stand up and find 
people to pray for her. This time, she obeyed. “When I 
stood up,” she said, “I prepared myself, and I was looking 
everywhere. Where will I go?”

Limping into the street, she started asking people if 
they knew anyone who could pray for her, and eventually 
someone pointed her in the direction of a church. The 
church’s pastor then asked her if she just wanted prayer, or 
if she wanted to know Jesus Christ. 

Believing that the true God had spoken to her, she told 
the pastor that she wanted to know Jesus Christ. Upon 
hearing his explanation of the Gospel, she placed her faith 
in Christ that day. “Since then,” she said, “I did not put any 
medicine on the leg because God really touched me. I am 
really happy to thank God. God is a wonderful God.”

While Amina’s health had improved dramatically, her 
leg muscle was destroyed, leaving her disabled and barely 
able to walk. And when she told her Muslim family about 
her new faith in Christ, they tried to force her to return 
to Islam, threatening to withdraw all financial support. 
Amina refused to give up her faith in Christ, so her 
family withdrew their financial support and expelled her 
from her home. 

“It was really difficult for me when they rejected me,” 
she said.
Leaning on God
Separated from her community, Amina moved to the 
overcrowded neighbourhoods on Ouagadougou’s outskirts, 
where she struggled to survive. She had no toilet nearby, 
and her limited ability to walk made life burdensome. 
“One day I stayed in the house, and I cried the whole day, 
the whole night,” she said.

As her finances dwindled, she sensed God speaking 
to her again. “It was God talking to me and telling me, 
‘Trust me; I will help you,’” she said. After hearing that 
message, Amina found a local pastor and discussed her 
many challenges with him. 

The pastor then connected her with Front-Line 
Workers, who helped her build a tiny but secure home, 
with toilet facilities. They also provided her with a 



“I don’t have any fear to tell people that Jesus is the Savior 
and is the solution of everything.”

special motorized tricycle that she can operate with her 
functioning leg, as well as some corrugated sheet metal 
to build a shelter for it.

Significantly for Amina, the shade beneath the small 
sheet-metal portico provides a place where women can 
meet regularly to hear God’s Word through the audio 
player. “They stay here and listen to the Word of God,” 
she said of the gathering. “That really changes lives. It is 
making my life better, and it gives me the feeling of the 
Lord being near.”

Though she has been persecuted by Muslims, she still 
shares the Gospel with them. “I don’t have any fear to 
tell people that Jesus is the Savior and is the solution of 
everything,” she said. “He is the way, the truth and life. He 
is the only way to go to God.”

One of Amina’s favorite Bible passages is Ezekiel 37, 
which describes the prophet’s vision of God breathing new 
life into dry bones. She once believed her life was dried up 
and cut off, but the Lord breathed new life into her, and 
she loves to share it with others. 

Amina’s greatest hope is that the women who come to 
her open-air Bible study will grow in the Lord and that 
she will have the strength to continue her ministry. “May 
the Holy Ghost guide me all the time so I can stay firm 
in what I am doing,” she said. “We have to work without 
ceasing. If we sleep this time, it will not be good. It is  
time to work for God.” 

On the outskirts of Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso’s 
capital, women — especially widows — and children 
earn their living by labouring in rock quarries using 
only hammers and chisels to make gravel.  



In the West African country of Mali, many 
people know where to get a copy of God’s 
Word. “When they come looking for me, 

they ask for ‘house of the Bibles,’” said Pastor 
Geremi Lassana. “And then people direct them 
to my house.”

Geremi estimates that fewer than half of  
the Christians in the country, which is only  
3% Christian, have their own copy of God’s 
Word. And most Malian Muslims, he added, 
have never seen a Bible or had an opportunity 
to learn its life-giving truths. Bibles are scarce 
and difficult to obtain outside the capital, 
especially in minority languages. “Mali is very, 
very vast,” Geremi said. “Especially with the 
huge number of internally displaced people, 
including Christians in Mali, we see more  
and more the need for Bibles.”

Bibles 
HOUSEThe 
of



“When they come looking for me, they ask for ‘house of the Bibles.’ 
And then people direct them to my house.” 

Islamists control much of the country, attacking villages 
and government forces in their efforts to establish an 
Islamic caliphate. Since 2012, Islamists have forced many 
Malians to leave their homes, killing some before they 
could flee. “Two of my brothers were killed by terrorists in 
2022,” Geremi said. “In 2023, my uncle and his two sons 
were killed by terrorists.”

Officials estimate that there are more than 400,000 
internally displaced people (IDPs) in the country, many 
living in camps near the capital, Bamako. In addition 
to recurring battles between Islamists and government 

troops, another war is waging for Malian souls. And 
Geremi works to supply Christians with their most 

useful weapon — God’s Word.
Though officially retired from leading his local 
church, Geremi often visits the IDP camps 

to encourage Christians who live among the 
mostly Muslim population. “Most of what 

I do when I try to comfort people, pastors 
or members is tell them, ‘It is written 

in the Bible; this is not like something 
that comes as a surprise. It says in the 

Bible these are the signs of the last 
days. Persecution is there, and it will 
always be there.’”

Though he has suffered great 
personal loss at the hands of 
Islamists, Geremi tries to keep an 
eternal perspective. “I see in that 
persecution something great that 
has happened; that is access to 
the Bible, especially the Arabic 
Bible, to those people who had 
to flee,” he said. Amid their 

hardships, some are more open 
to hearing the Gospel.

During Christian holidays, 
Geremi invites Muslim IDPs 
to attend celebrations where 
they can enjoy themselves  
and receive a copy of God’s 
Word. Another approach 

he uses is reaching out 
specifically to displaced 
people who are Fulani, 
a seminomadic Muslim 

tribal group that sometimes persecutes Christians. “They 
create small camps in a setting that the government has 
put in place,” he said. “They go there, and I take the Bibles 
to them.”

Geremi’s passion to distribute Bibles developed over 
time. He was born into a Christian family in a town 
in central Mali, where today Islamists terrorize the 
population. His father was a pastor, and from a young age 
Geremi felt called to ministry. But instead he ran from it, 
even taking a job in another country. While there, however, 
he heard a sermon in which the speaker said that if God 
gives you a calling, you must follow it and work to fulfill 
the Great Commission. So at age 25, he returned to his 
home village to lead his father’s church when his father 
died. Geremi pastored the church for 35 years.

Today, distributing Bibles is Geremi’s passion, in part 
because a Bible was key to the salvation of his wife, Bintou. 
“She was from a Muslim background,” he said. “Her 
parents and all her relatives were Muslim. She was the only 
one who gave her life to Christ.” 

Before Bintou and Geremi got married, she told him 
that she had once wanted her own Bible so badly that she 
walked eight miles to get one from a missionary and then 
walked the eight miles back home that day full of joy.

“After she received the Bible,” Geremi said, “she used 
that same Bible to preach to her family. And ... all her 
family members became Christians.”

Seeing the effect of that single Bible on his wife’s family 
motivated Geremi to help others get Bibles. “I thought that 
was really something that I should do also,” he said.

Geremi’s home serves as a distribution point for Bibles, 
and people who live near him know where to send people 
who want a copy of their own. Still, Geremi knows it is 
dangerous to provide God’s Word to those in Mali who 
hunger for it. 

“People know it is the house of Bibles,” he said. “I don’t 
care; I am happy for people to come get Bibles. So, … here  
I am. It takes faith to accept that identity in such an 
environment.” Now over 70 years old, Geremi is consumed 
by his love for God and his desire to provide God’s Word to 
those struggling to survive in Mali. 

“I could never retire from serving the Lord,” he said. 
“Whenever I see a shipment of Bibles, ... I am very happy, 
very excited because I am always ready to go out and 
distribute the Word of God.” 



UNBROKEN CHAIN

c. a.d. 304
  

PHILIP AND HERMES 
in Diocletian’s Persecution

A t the beginning of the fourth century, Christianity 
was spreading throughout the Roman Empire. 
But the relative peace that Christians had 
experienced for two decades since the last wave 

of persecution was coming to an end. The empire’s fiercest 
and most violent persecution soon erupted, along with 
orders to destroy God’s Word. Authorities demanded 
that courageous church leaders like Philip (a bishop) and 
Hermes (a deacon), who were entrusted with the sacred 
Scriptures, relinquish their copies.

This persecution began not long after the Roman 
emperor Diocletian reorganized the empire and delegated 
leadership to four rulers. One of them, named Galerius, 
persuaded Diocletian that Christians were a problem. 
Galerius had developed a distrust of Christians, specifically 
those who served in the military. He questioned their 
loyalty and their ability to obey orders in the heat of battle. 

In 303, Diocletian acted on Galerius’ concerns by issuing 
a series of edicts against Christians: the destruction of 
church buildings, the burning of God’s Word, a ban on 
Christians serving in public office, and a mandatory 
sacrifice to the Roman gods upon penalty of death.

The worst persecution occurred in the province under 
Galerius’ charge, while the provincial capital of Heraclea, 
where Philip lived, remained relatively safe for Christians. 
Heraclea (located west of modern-day Istanbul, Turkiye) 
was governed by an official named Bassus, whose wife was 
a Christian. At first his wife’s faith influenced his decision 
not to enforce the edicts, but in time, he, too, yielded to 
pressure from Diocletian and Galerius.

Church members, who knew persecution was imminent, 
urged Philip to leave the city. But Philip insisted on staying. 
“Let no threats, therefore, no torments of the wicked terrify 
you,” he told them. “For the Lord grants to his soldiers 
the reward of patiently enduring and suffering pain. For I 
believe that all their intention is in vain.”

While Philip was exhorting his church members, a 
Roman official arrived to seal the doors of the church on 
Bassus’ order. “Do you believe that God dwells within 
walls, and not rather in the hearts of men?” Philip asked 
the official.

Soon after the doors to Philip’s church were sealed, 
Bassus visited Heraclea and found Philip still gathered 

with Christians outside the church building. Reminding 
Philip of the emperor’s edicts, Bassus then ordered him 
to hand over the church’s artifacts of gold, silver and any 
other metal or ornamental work. He also ordered Philip 
to surrender the church’s copies of the Scriptures. If he 
failed to comply, Bassus told him, he would be tortured 
until he did so. 

“We will give you the vessels and treasure,” Philip 
replied, “for we do not worship God with precious metal, 
but with fear. But it is not fitting for me to give you the 
Scriptures.”  

Bassus made good on his promise and ordered that 
Philip be tortured. 

A church deacon named Hermes, who was among those 
present, cried out, saying, “Even if we were to surrender to 
you all our Scriptures, so that there should be no traces left 
anywhere in the world, our descendants would teach yet 
more earnestly the fear that we owe to Christ.” 

Hermes was also tortured, before being escorted by 
one of Bassus’ officials to the place where the Scriptures 
were kept. Church history does not record Hermes 
being considered a traditores, one who surrendered the 
Scriptures, likely because such an act was unavoidable. 
Officials then carried the Scriptures to the forum and 
threw them into an awaiting fire. 

While Philip was in custody, Bassus tried to persuade 
him to offer sacrifices to the Roman gods. Philip refused, 
saying that objects made by man could not detach him 
from his duty to God. In begrudging admiration of Philip’s 
resilience, Bassus then turned to Hermes and ordered him 
to sacrifice to Roman gods. But Hermes also refused.

Bassus, who was still not prepared to impose the death 
sentence required by the edict, ordered Philip and Hermes 
to be detained in a house near the prison. When he saw the 
great number of Christians and seekers who flocked to visit 
them, however, Bassus ordered that Philip and Hermes be 
returned to prison, where they remained for seven months. 

When Bassus’ one-year term in office ended, a new 
governor, named Justin, succeeded him. Unlike Bassus, 
Justin had no Christian relatives to soften his feelings 
toward them. And he, too, tried unsuccessfully to 
persuade Philip to sacrifice to the gods.

Then, in an even more cruel act, Justin had Philip 



dragged by his feet through the middle of the city. Christians 
carried his bleeding body back to his prison.

When Justin questioned Hermes and received a similar 
refusal to recant his faith, Justin issued his verdict on the two 
Christians: “We order that Philip and Hermes, who, despising 
the commands of the emperor, have rendered themselves 
unworthy of the name of Romans, be burned, that others 
may learn to obey.”

Unable to walk because of his injuries, Philip was 
carried to the place of execution. Hermes, who also 
had difficulty walking on his own, encouraged 
Philip while joyfully making his way to the place 
of execution. “Master,” he said, “let us hasten to 
go to our Lord. Why should we be concerned 
about our feet, since we shall have no more 
occasion for them?”  

As the fire was lit, the two men began 
giving thanks; the word “Amen” was the 
last word heard from them. 

In 305, Diocletian abdicated his rule as 
emperor. And ultimately, Galerius, having 
become ill, issued an edict in 311 ending 
the persecution. Despite their efforts to 
eradicate the Scriptures in the Roman 
Empire, God’s Word has prevailed 
throughout the centuries. 

The witness of faithful Christians 
who obeyed Christ even to the point 
of death inspires every generation. 
Their testimonies from throughout 
church history serve as a reminder 
that as members of the body of Christ, 
we, too, are called to be a part of the 
unbroken chain of witnesses. 
 
Primary sources: “Passio Sancti Philippi” in Acta Martyrum by P. Theodorici Ruinart. The 
Historic Martyrs of the Primitive Church by Arthur James Mason. The History of the Christian 
Church, Volume 2, by Philip Schaff. The Story of Christianity, Volume 1, by Justo Gonzalez.



March 2026Prayer Diary
Iran	 Praise God for faithful Iranian Christians, who worship in secret while facing harassment and arrest.

Tajikistan	 Pray for Dinara, who was beaten by her family and escaped an attempted forced marriage after becoming a Christian.

Mexico	 Ask the Lord to comfort and provide for Christians driven from their homes because of their faith in Christ.

Sudan	 Pray that Sudanese Muslims will hear the Gospel after taking refuge in camps for internally displaced people.

Niger	 Pray for the encouragement and renewed strength of churches that have been displaced by extremist violence.

Kuwait	 Pray that Kuwaiti Muslims will hunger for truths found only in the Bible.

China	 Pray that Chinese Christians will have access to Bibles despite restrictions and other obstacles.

Bhutan	 Pray for the removal of government restrictions on Christian worship activities.

Syria	 Pray that many Muslims will turn to Christ as Christians proclaim the Gospel and help meet their needs.

Saudi Arabia	 Pray that Muslims seeking the truth about Christ will have access to the Gospel.

Libya	 Pray that Christian converts from Islam will find supportive Christian fellowship.

Kenya	 Thank God for the distribution of 14,000 Bibles in a remote area with a strong Muslim influence.

India	 Christians can be arrested for sharing their faith with Hindus. Pray for their boldness while imprisoned.

Brunei	 Praise God for Bruneians who have come to faith in Christ despite harsh restrictions.

Qatar	 Pray for Christian expatriates who share their faith in authentic ways with Qataris.

Comoros	 Islam is the official religion of Comoros, and conversion to Christianity is illegal. Pray for freedom of worship.

Djibouti	 Pray for the growth of Djiboutian churches, despite the prohibition on public meetings.

Honduras	 Pray that Christians will boldly share the Gospel in rural communities.

Myanmar	 Using Matthew 10:16 as a guide, pray for Burmese Christians as they minister amid a complicated civil war.

Mali	 Praise the Lord that many Bibles have been distributed in local languages, bringing joy to Christians in Mali.

Russia	 Biblical Christians are characterized as “extremists.” Pray that their love will be evident and winsome.

Philippines	 Pray for those sharing the Gospel in Muslim-majority communities on the island of Mindanao.

Yemen	 Pray for Yemeni Believers who face harassment, broken relationships, potential job loss and even death.

Algeria	 The government has closed many churches since 2018. Pray that those congregations will be able to gather in fellowship.

Turkiye	 Thank God that police sometimes protect churches. Pray that churches will have increased favor with authorities.

Tajikistan	 Pray for Tajik women who, after converting to Christianity, are pressured by their family to return to Islam.

Mozambique	 Pray for those serving the needs of 700,000 people, mostly Christians, who have been displaced by Islamist violence.

Iran	 Disillusioned with Islamic rule, some have become more open to the Gospel. Pray that many will come to know Christ.

 CAR*	 Pray for the safety of Christians who provide lifesaving supplies to those displaced by war.

Guinea	 Pray for Christians who have been harmed or rejected by their families because of their faith in Christ.

Afghanistan	 Pray for Afghan Christians who remain in the country as witnesses to Christ.

*Central African Republic

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

M

T

W

T

F

S

S

T

W

T

F

S 

S

M

T

W

T 

F

S

S

M

T

W

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29. 

30.

31.



Banking details: Christian Mission International

Nedbank	 Standard Bank	 ABSA Bank

Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque)	 Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque)	 Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)

Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview)	 Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens)	 Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)

Ref: Your Name/Cell Number	 Ref: Your Name/Cell Number	 Ref: Your Name/Cell Number

Please Stand with Persecuted Christians
Serve persecuted Christians 
in hostile areas and restricted 
nations and be a voice for them. 
Your gift addresses all ministry 
needs, including the immediate 
needs of our persecuted 
brothers and sisters, while calling 
Christians around the world 
into closer fellowship with the 
persecuted and to a deeper 
commitment to Christ.

“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3

FREE Resource:

Please consider a donation into any 
one of the following bank accounts:

VOM AppVOM App

Download our FREE “VOM App” ON 
YOUR SMARTPHONE. 

Type in "Voice of the Martyrs" when searching 
or click on the appropriate Google Play or App 
Store icon.

Daily reminders to pray for the persecuted; 
research Hostile or Restricted countries and 
the work VOM are doing there; connect to 
VOMRadio plus much, much more.

Iran	 Praise God for faithful Iranian Christians, who worship in secret while facing harassment and arrest.

Tajikistan	 Pray for Dinara, who was beaten by her family and escaped an attempted forced marriage after becoming a Christian.

Mexico	 Ask the Lord to comfort and provide for Christians driven from their homes because of their faith in Christ.

Sudan	 Pray that Sudanese Muslims will hear the Gospel after taking refuge in camps for internally displaced people.

Niger	 Pray for the encouragement and renewed strength of churches that have been displaced by extremist violence.

Kuwait	 Pray that Kuwaiti Muslims will hunger for truths found only in the Bible.

China	 Pray that Chinese Christians will have access to Bibles despite restrictions and other obstacles.

Bhutan	 Pray for the removal of government restrictions on Christian worship activities.

Syria	 Pray that many Muslims will turn to Christ as Christians proclaim the Gospel and help meet their needs.

Saudi Arabia	 Pray that Muslims seeking the truth about Christ will have access to the Gospel.

Libya	 Pray that Christian converts from Islam will find supportive Christian fellowship.

Kenya	 Thank God for the distribution of 14,000 Bibles in a remote area with a strong Muslim influence.

India	 Christians can be arrested for sharing their faith with Hindus. Pray for their boldness while imprisoned.

Brunei	 Praise God for Bruneians who have come to faith in Christ despite harsh restrictions.

Qatar	 Pray for Christian expatriates who share their faith in authentic ways with Qataris.

Comoros	 Islam is the official religion of Comoros, and conversion to Christianity is illegal. Pray for freedom of worship.

Djibouti	 Pray for the growth of Djiboutian churches, despite the prohibition on public meetings.

Honduras	 Pray that Christians will boldly share the Gospel in rural communities.

Myanmar	 Using Matthew 10:16 as a guide, pray for Burmese Christians as they minister amid a complicated civil war.

Mali	 Praise the Lord that many Bibles have been distributed in local languages, bringing joy to Christians in Mali.

Russia	 Biblical Christians are characterized as “extremists.” Pray that their love will be evident and winsome.

Philippines	 Pray for those sharing the Gospel in Muslim-majority communities on the island of Mindanao.

Yemen	 Pray for Yemeni Believers who face harassment, broken relationships, potential job loss and even death.

Algeria	 The government has closed many churches since 2018. Pray that those congregations will be able to gather in fellowship.

Turkiye	 Thank God that police sometimes protect churches. Pray that churches will have increased favor with authorities.

Tajikistan	 Pray for Tajik women who, after converting to Christianity, are pressured by their family to return to Islam.

Mozambique	 Pray for those serving the needs of 700,000 people, mostly Christians, who have been displaced by Islamist violence.

Iran	 Disillusioned with Islamic rule, some have become more open to the Gospel. Pray that many will come to know Christ.

 CAR*	 Pray for the safety of Christians who provide lifesaving supplies to those displaced by war.

Guinea	 Pray for Christians who have been harmed or rejected by their families because of their faith in Christ.

Afghanistan	 Pray for Afghan Christians who remain in the country as witnesses to Christ.

*Central African Republic


