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Introduction
“WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?” THAT’S THE ANTHEM OF THE SELFISH. BUT THERE ARE 

PLENTY OF TIMES WHEN IT’S OK, AND EVEN PRUDENT, TO ASK THAT QUESTION.

 » The right time to ask “What’s in it for me?” is when you are buying a car, choosing a college or 
looking for a job.

 » The wrong time to ask “What’s in it for me?” is when you’re volunteering your time, visiting your 
parents or getting married.

“What’s in it for me?” is a question we ask when there is a price to pay. It may cost us some amount of 
money, some of our time, some inconvenience or maybe even some of our honor. Jesus asks each of his 
disciples to count the cost of following Him. While we may sometimes ask what’s in it for us, those who 
inspire us by sharing Christ at any cost usually pay no attention to that question.

There is a great cost for great faith, but there is also a great reward.

How do we measure great faith?

 » It’s not by how much we believe.

 » It’s not by how many prayers we see answered.

 » It’s by how big the One we believe is.

Those who take bold steps of faith at any cost do so because they remain focused on the One who is 
greater than any price they could pay.

Transition: I want to share a story with you of a woman who lived at peace with God, lived out God’s 
incredible grace and lived in hope of something better. Rocio Pino was a Colombian Christian who 
loved to share Jesus no matter the cost.

[PLAY ROCIO PINO DAY OF THE CHRISTIAN MARTYR VIDEO – DOWNLOAD AT  

PERSECUTION.COM/MARTYR]

ROMANS 5:1–11

Note: Other Day of the Christian Martyr resources that may complement this sermon outline are available at 
persecution.com/martyr. Resources include short (15- and 30-second) promo videos, a 5-minute story video 
and downloadable discussion questions for families, classes or groups. A bulletin insert and slide deck are also 
available for download.
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It’s difficult for most of us to relate to the danger Rocio Pino experienced and the price she paid for 
sharing Jesus. But we share a common faith in Christ, so we can relate through that faith. The great 
faith Rocio displayed did something for her, in her and through her.
What happens when we rely on God to build a great faith in our lives?

1. Great Faith Does Something for Us 
READ ROMANS 5:1–2

First, great faith gives us peace with God (v. 1b).

 » Not peace of mind, but peace with God

 » That gives us peace of mind in every other area of life.

 » Your relationships are better, your job has more meaning and your outlook is positive.

We also have the peace of knowing that any price we pay for sharing Jesus is worth it.

 » That’s how martyrs can be at peace when they face danger.

QUOTE

Dalton Thomas wrote: “Though not every believer is called to give a martyr-witness, every believer is 
called to embrace a martyr-mentality, every Church a martyr-mandate, and every minister a martyr-
theology. Whether we live or die is ultimately in the hands of our Master, and if we have not entrusted 
Him with that decision, we may be deluding ourselves into assuming we are His bondservants when in 
fact we are not.” 

(Source: Unto Death: Martyrdom, Missions and the Local Church)

Do you lack peace in your life? Maybe it’s because you don’t have peace with God.

Second, great faith gives us access to grace (v. 2a).

 » Not just for salvation, but to sustain us

 » We can be “strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1).

 » God’s grace has given us “all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).

Buying exercise equipment, a slow cooker or anything else meant to make your life easier is just part of 
it. If you never use it, it won’t help you. The same goes for grace. The grace that saved you must be used 
to help you live each day or you aren’t getting the full benefits.
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Finally, great faith gives us reason to hope (v. 2b).

 » Hope, not like “I hope my team wins the Super Bowl!”

 » Hope is the anticipation of a sure victory.

 » When we share Christ at any cost, it doesn’t mean we are victorious in the world’s estimation but 
that we are ultimately victorious because of the value of the gospel.

Most of us don’t know what it’s like to give up our lives to follow Christ, but we may have given up 
something else.

 » Perhaps we gave up a bad habit or a past sin.

 » Maybe there was a relationship that we had to end.

 » But what if your whole life was turned upside down because of your obedience to Christ?

ILLUSTRATION

TEENAGER KICKED OUT OF HOUSE FOR FOLLOWING CHRIST

After several conversations about Jesus with her friend Peng, 15-year-old Sa finally accepted Christ 
as her Lord and Savior. Leaders in Sa’s village have a history of persecuting Christians and expelling 
them from the village. When Sa’s parents learned that she had accepted Christ and was attending 
church, they yelled at her for following the “religion of foreigners.” Despite their anger, Sa remained 
firm in faith. Soon, her parents took her clothes and threw them outside, telling her to “go live with 
the Christians.” Sa is currently staying with Peng and her mother, who is a widow. Pray that Sa will 
continue to grow in faith, and pray that God will bless Peng and her mother for their faithfulness and 
hospitality. Pray also that Sa’s parents will hear the gospel and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior, 
just as their daughter did.

When we think of the cost that Christians living in hostile areas and restricted nations are willing to 
pay for following Christ and serving Him boldly, we should be more inspired to value and live out our 
own faith, no matter the cost. 

2. Great Faith Does Something In Us 
READ ROMANS 5:3–5

When Paul writes “Not only that,” he’s explaining the added benefits that go along with the faith that 
saves. Like the host of an old infomercial, he’s telling us, “But wait! There’s more!” The Holy Spirit is 
speaking through the words of the Bible and wants us to know all the benefits of living for Him!

 » You’re saved by grace … but wait, there’s more to live for!

 » God answered your prayer … but wait, there’s more you can believe for!

 » You’ve found new meaning in life … but wait, there are more who need to know about Jesus!
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What is striking is the first benefit he mentions, sufferings.

 » No matter the circumstance, great faith keeps producing in our lives.

 » Suffering leads to endurance.

 » Endurance leads to character.

 » Character leads to hope.

The result of this process is an increasing maturity to obey the instructions of Christ. Why? Because 
pursuing spiritual maturity is a day-by-day, decision-by-decision process. When I walk in faith and 
not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7), God builds greater endurance, greater character and a more secure 
hope. Then, I am more obedient — resulting in more suffering, more endurance, character and hope! 
For the biblical disciple, the process never ends!

A hope based on love never returns empty.

 » This is a guarantee we can count on.

 » This is a promise we can be sure of.

 » This is an asset that never returns empty.

 » When we put our hope in God’s love, we have a sure return on our investment. Though it may 
cost us everything, we can be sure it will be worth it. Why? Because of His great love that works 
through us.

ILLUSTRATION

“Five missionaries to the Auca Indians in Ecuador were killed in one day. Their wives received 
the news with composure. The norm of Christian living is to die for one’s faith. No one really 
acknowledges a law to be the law of God if he is not ready to die for it.

Not everyone has the privilege of a martyr’s death, but every Christian has to die before he dies. The 
five martyrs had guns on them when they died. They could have defended their lives, but they chose 
to die rather than to shoot the Indians. They had died before dying. How could a corpse shoot anyone? 
They were alive only for God. These martyrs gave their lives to bring the gospel to a tribe which at that 
time numbered only fifty-six people.”

(Source: Reaching Toward the Heights; Wurmbrand, Richard; Living Sacrifice Books/VOM Books, 
1979, 2006, 2009,  p. 186)

How were these missionaries able to die obeying Christ? Because they developed a great faith in a 
great God who loved them greatly. Moreover, He always does something for us, in us and through us. 
And their obedience inspires us even today.
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3. Great Faith Does Something Through Us 
READ ROMANS 5:6–11

How great is the love of God? Can we even comprehend it? Can we contain it?

 » We write songs about it, but they always seem to come up short.

 » We offer theological papers on the subject, but they often ring hollow.

 » The only way to truly understand God’s great love is to put it into action through our lives. That 
is the ultimate expression of great faith.

So-called modern love is based only on what the individual can get out of it.

 » That’s why relationships don’t last, why infidelity is rampant and why divorces are increasing 
while marriages are decreasing.

 » Modern love is at odds with Godly love, because Godly love is based on what we give rather than 
what we get.

 » When we express great faith, we are focused not on what God gives us but on what we can give 
in return.

Conversely, true love is sacrificial by its very nature. Love gives. John 3:16 describes the great sacrifice 
of God. God loved. God gave. We have to first understand that God’s great love was expressed to us 
by dying for us while we were sinners.

 » There was nothing in it for Him.

 » There was no guarantee that we would receive His gift and accept Him as savior.

 » Yet He offered His one and only Son as a substitution for our sin anyway.

Next, we have to understand that God’s great love made us friends of God. We once were enemies  
with God — hostile toward Him (Romans 8:7). His grace not only provided forgiveness for our sins  
but also transformed us from being His enemies to being His friends. Abraham was described as  
“a friend of God” (James 2:23). This friendship, described by the Greek word philos, connotes 
an intimacy that bypasses the notion of a buddy. It is a relationship marked by loyalty and deep 
commitment. John writes, “No longer do I call you servants … but I have called you friends”  
(John 15:15).

Consider this:

 » He did not save us to make us His slaves.

 » He saved us and invited us to carry out His redemptive purposes (John 20:21) to declare His 
glory among the nations (Psalm 96:3–4). Joining God in His redemptive mission (missio dei) is 
not possible outside of an abiding presence with Christ (John 15:5).

 The love that we, as friends of God, display to others is rooted in our love for God.
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ILLUSTRATION

A missionary once shared that people asked him all the time about his great love for the people he 
served. Their logical assumption was that his decades of service to a native people — living simply, 
eating strange food and being separated from family — was a result of some kind of great love for 
the people who lived on his mission field. “Of course,” he replied, “I have grown to love the people 
very much over the past decades.” With a wry smile, he continued, “But my obedience to go to this 
people to share the love of God wasn’t grounded in my love for THEM; it was because of my love 
for God.”

Conclusion
Those who share Christ at any cost don’t live normal or mundane lives. There is something richer 
about their existence that is fueled by a great faith in a great God. Their obedience is intentional.

 » They look for opportunities at every turn.

 » They create moments to lead others to know Jesus. 

 » They know and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit.

 » They intentionally speak with those they know. (Rocio Pino: “All who come here will hear 
about Jesus.”)

Their incredible lives are marked by a love that goes as deep as Christ’s love for us. In fact, it’s that 
love that controls them.

“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves 
but for him who for their sake died and was raised” (2 Corinthians 5:14–15).

If we pay the ultimate cost — our own lives — then it’s not too great a price. In fact, those who 
are controlled by the love of God have already died to themselves. They die to themselves so that 
others might live for Christ.

What in your life needs to die in order for God to build a great faith? What is in the way?

 » The cost may be great, but it’s not too great compared with Jesus’ love for us.

 » When we put to death the things in our lives that get in the way of that love, we will be able to 
boldly proclaim God’s life-giving love to others.
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