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Mexico's Untold Story of Christian Persecution

The persecution of Christians in rural Mexico
is severe, widespread and persistent. Rural
Mexican Christians face fierce opposition
from varied sources, and their stories remain
largely untold — not only among Christians in
other nations but also among most Mexican
Christians, who are shocked to learn that
other followers of Christ in their nation suffer
violence and are driven from their homes.

Mexico City is one of the world’s largest and
most prosperous cities, and much of Mexico is
beautiful, stable and free. Since these are the
parts of Mexico experienced by most Mexican
nationals and nearly all outsiders, the stories
of rural Christians are unknown. The isolation
of our Christian family members is the enemy’s
work of discouragement, but the sharing of
their testimonies and resulting prayer and
fellowship are our spiritual weapons. The
persecutors, and ultimately our spiritual enemy,
work to prevent the larger body of Christ from
knowing about their wicked acts. We must
never be unaware of Satan’s scheme to divide,
isolate and destroy the church (2 Corinthians
2:11).

Marxism — atheistic communist ideology —
continues to be one source of persecution in
Mexico. Many are surprised to learn that today,
decades after the fall of the Soviet Union, this
ideology is on the rise in Central and South
America. But even those who are aware of
communism’s growth in places like Venezuela
and Bolivia rarely know that Marxist groups
have semi-autonomy in parts of southern
Mexico and that they severely persecute
Christians.

Organized crime groups, often referred to

as cartels, also persecute Christians. They
oppose Christian faith because a biblical

stand for righteousness inherently condemns
their illegal activities: narcotics and human
trafficking, bribery and murder. The message of
faithful pastors as well as that of godly parents
and teachers competes with both the criminals
on the street and their highly placed bosses
within the cartels. Those who take a stand for
godliness, righteousness and truth often pay a
price in many parts of Mexico, including areas
along the U.S. border.

A third source of persecution, this one
widespread throughout rural Mexico, is

the use of the law and communal violence

to enshrine traditional pagan beliefs as

the centrepiece of rural communities.

Rural Mexico is with paganism and Roman
Catholicism. The problem is not that people
are free to believe what they want, pagan or
otherwise, but that government and religious
leaders in these communities misuse laws and
use intimidation and violence to eliminate
competing beliefs. The light of the Gospel is

a powerful competitor to the darkness of the
traditional religions’ debauchery and idolatry.

Let us work to ensure that the enemy of our
souls will be unable to isolate our Christian
brothers and sisters. May they no longer suffer
in silence or serve alone!

About the cover: Front-Line Workers in parts of Mexico risk persecution from armed guerrilla groups and syncretistic
Christo-pagan village leaders as they advance the Gospel among indigenous people groups in Mexico.
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itting in a sunlit room of her

home in southern Mexico,

Ruth smiled frequently while

sharing stories from her
youth, a time when she was unaware
of how dangerous her family’s ministry
work was in the region.

Many of her most cherished childhood
memories are of journeys with her father
deep into the mountains and jungles
to preach the Gospel. Those formative
years later launched her into Front-Line
ministry as an adult.

When Ruth was as young as 8 years
old, she and her father took multi-day
trips to villages that practiced animism
or Christo-paganism, a blend of ancient
pagan practices and Roman Catholicism
that is common in parts of Mexico and
other areas of the world. “l had to behave
so my mom would give me permission to
go with my dad,” said Ruth, now 47. “My
mom knew it was dangerous.”

While her father met and prayed with
adults, Ruth sat with the children and
taught them what she had learned in
Sunday school. She often brought the
children handmade gifts and taught
them from Sunday school materials she
prepared herself.

During these memorable trips with her
father, Ruth saw sick people get healed
and many people place their faith in
Jesus Christ. “l saw that people would
change,” she said with a smile, “and |
loved that.”

She said her father always took great
joy in giving Bibles to new Believers. He
purchased them himself, using money
he had earned repairing televisions
and radios in his spare time. And he
often travelled for two days each way
to purchase Bibles in the city. One time,
Ruth said, they made the round-trip to
purchase just two Bibles for a village
where no one owned one.

Ruth still remembers being deeply
moved at seeing how hard her father
worked to provide Believers with their
own copy of God’s Word. “l would say,
‘Dad, one day we are going to have lots
of Bibles; | am going to work hard,” she
recalled. Ruth said her father assured her
that the Bibles would change people’s
lives.

Growing Up in Ministry

Ruth worked alongside her father
throughout her childhood as he oversaw
dozens of churches in southern Mexico.
Soon, she became a ministry leader
herself, even as a child.

At age 10, with the blessing of her
church’s deacons, she was allowed to

lead a Sunday school class on a trial basis.

When the class grew from 10 children
to 70 children in just three months, she
became the Sunday school director for
several churches, a position she held for
the next 10 years.

As she matured and spent more time
ministering to adult Believers with her
father, Ruth began to hear personal
accounts of persecution. Violence
became more common in the mid-1990s,
after the Zapatista Army of National
Liberation, or EZLN, engaged the
Mexican Army and police in small-scale
fighting.

The EZLN, a guerrilla group at least
partly influenced by Marxist ideology,
sometimes persecuted Christians
because the Gospel conflicted with their
political agenda. “After the Zapatista
uprising started, everybody was told to
eliminate every Christian in the area,”
said Ruth, who was about 20 years old at
the time.

She remembers several stories of
violence from that period, including the
time a Christian’s arm was cut off with a
machete because he was preaching, and
another time when a Believer’s house
was burned. She said she recalls multiple
instances of guerrillas burning piles of
Bibles.

Then as now, Christians who left their
family’s religion to follow Christ often
paid a steep price for their decision.
Today, Christian converts are still
frequently kicked out of their families,
shunned by their communities or even
attacked.

In 2004, Ruth learned that Christians
suffer for the Gospel not only in her
region but around the world. A woman

visiting Ruth in Mexico gave her a copy
of The Voice of the Martyrs magazine.
Although the magazine was in English, it
helped Ruth understand VOM’s mission
of serving persecuted Christians.

As she flipped through the magazine’s
pages, she saw a picture of men carrying
boxes of Bibles to be distributed in areas
where Bibles weren't available. She
immediately sent an email to the address
on the back of the magazine, hoping to
connect with someone at VOM.

Sometime later, a VOM worker visited
Ruth in Mexico and helped equip her to
continue her work of advancing God's
kingdom. And VOM later sent Ruth
300 Bibles to distribute to pastors who
worked in areas where Christians were
facing significant persecution.

Ruth took her father with her to pick
up the Bibles at the post office. Grateful
for the unexpected gift, they prayed and
praised God for the blessing of his Word.
“l was crying,” Ruth said. “That was an
answer to prayer, because for us it was
impossible to buy that many Bibles.”

A New Ministry Partner

In 2009, Ruth met a man named Aurelio
who had recently lost his wife and was
raising their children on his own. Like
Ruth, he had a passion for evangelism.
Ruth and Aurelio got married in 2013, and
the couple soon began planting churches
together.

As they and other church planters
entered new villages in southern Mexico,
they often faced opposition. Mexico's
constitution guarantees freedom of
religion, but it also allows indigenous
communities a degree of self-governance
to practice their own “uses and customs.”
Under the authority of this law, some
village leaders allowed only their village’s
traditional religion.

Local priests sometimes urged their
congregations to persecute anyone
trying to establish another church. The
church planters were then ostracized
by the community: Their electricity and
water were cut off, their children weren’t
allowed to attend local schools, and their
families were denied medical care at the
village clinic.

“There is not one church that doesn’t
go through that,” Aurelio said. “Anywhere
you go, you will face opposition.”

Aurelio also received threatening calls.
He said he told the callers, “You'll never
feel good if you kill us because we don't
do anything wrong. We are pastors. We
help people.”



In early 2015, Ruth and Aurelio
started working with a large group of
homeless people who had been expelled
from their small town for refusing to
cooperate with the Zapatistas. At first
Ruth and Aurelio focused on ministering
to young women, who were at risk of
being sexually abused. But their work
soon expanded to providing meals,
Bibles and job training to as many
people as possible.

Ruth and Aurelio were able to help the
people buy a small piece of land to farm
for their own benefit, and they also built
a small church building there. The people
now use their church to feed others in
need every Saturday.

“People come from every community,”
Aurelio said. “They listen to the Gospel
and they can eat food.”

Following the success of their work
in the city, the couple visited four other
communities where church plants were
not allowed. In these areas, they began
programmes to feed the children and
improve their literacy by reading the
Bible.

“Many children came, and the feeding
programme started to grow,” Ruth said.
“The children started to bring their

parents.”

As the programmes expanded to help
both children and adults, Ruth and Aurelio
renamed the programmes “Outreach
Bases.” But as the bases grew, they
attracted unwanted attention.

Held Captive

One evening in June 2017, Ruth and
Aurelio packed their truck with 500
Bibles, which they and several youth,
including their 16-year-old son, Gabriel,
and 12-year-old daughter, Maria,

were going to distribute at one of the
Outreach Bases.

After the distribution, Gabriel rode
home on a bus with some other teenagers,
but Maria was required to stay with her
parents. Ruth said they drove home filled
with joy, knowing that hundreds of people
now had their own Bible.

At about 5pm, just as the three of them
were nearly home, a truck pulled in front of
them and came to a sudden stop. Then a
car pulled up beside them so they couldn’t
go around the stopped truck. Ruth and
Aurelio realized they were in trouble.

Six masked men climbed out of the
vehicles with automatic rifles, and one of
them opened Aurelio’s door. “We know

children, many of whom then lead their

| A Ruth enjoys teaching God’s Word to
families to Christ.

who you are,” the man said. “You are on
our list. We know what you do, and today
you are going to die.”

Four of the armed men then dragged
Aurelio out of the truck and beat him with
the stocks of their rifles before leaving
him in the street, bleeding from a gash
on his head. “They hit me in the face so
many times that | couldn’t feel anything,”
Aurelio said.

Another gunman got in the couple’s
truck and drove away with Ruth and
Maria inside. As the driver slowed to go
over a speedbump moments later, Ruth
opened the door and jumped out, pulling
Maria after her.

They started running, but the gunman
and his friends, who were following in
their own vehicles, soon caught up with
them. The men tied Ruth’s and Maria’s
hands behind their backs and threw them
into their own truck.

When Ruth sat up in the back seat, she
saw Aurelio slumped over next to her.

At first she thought he was dead, but he



soon regained consciousness. Aurelio’s
hands were covered with blood, which

he wiped on the car window in hope of
alerting a passerby.

“In that moment, | thought, ‘I have to
be strong for Maria,” Ruth recalled. “I said,
‘Lord, I need You. Give me strength. Give
me the strength that can only come from
You.”

Ruth said a sense of peace came over
her as the vehicles stopped and the
gunmen dragged the family out of the
truck. With the sun just starting to set,
three of the men pushed them down a
hill. Ruth said she thought that was the
end for her and her family.

At the bottom of the hill, an area
covered with trash and broken glass,
the gunmen forced the family to walk
barefoot into the woods, where they
continued to beat Aurelio. After a while,
they doused Ruth, Aurelio and Maria with
gasoline.

“Where did you take the load that you
had?” one of the men demanded. “You
are always taking boxes.”

“They were Bibles,” Ruth replied, “the
Word of God.”

“What places have you visited?”
another man asked.

“We share Bibles in many places,” Ruth
told him. “This is our work — to distribute
Bibles. That's all we do. We don't sell
them. We don’t make money. We take
them so people can read them.”

“You've got to stop doing this!” one of
the men yelled.

“We have to do this,” Ruth replied.

The men started beating Aurelio again,
until he finally lay still on the ground.
Again, Ruth feared that she and her
family were about to be killed. “Lord, is
this Your will, that this is as far as we go?”
she prayed silently. “Would You give us
another opportunity? There are so many
things that | haven't finished.”

As she thought of her own death, Ruth
said the image that came to her mind was
the boxes of Bibles still stacked in their
warehouse. They had just received a new
shipment of Bibles and had a list of those
who would receive them. Ruth continued
to pray, asking God to allow her and her
family to be freed so they could get the
Bibles to the people who needed them.

After nightfall, Ruth couldn't tell if
Aurelio was dead or alive. But as she
grieved over all that had happened that
night, she again felt God’s presence. “I
heard Him say, ‘You won't die; you will live
and you will tell of My glory,” Ruth said.
“I heard it like someone had come up and

said it in my ear. In that moment, | felt
an inexplicable peace. | didn't feel alone
anymore. | felt something. A strength
came over me.”

Suddenly, one of the captors put a gun
to Ruth’s head. He pulled the trigger, but
nothing happened. His gun had jammed.
Frustrated, he tried to light a match to set
the family’s gasoline-soaked clothes on
fire. The matches wouldn't light.

“What is going on?” the man yelled. “We
have to finish the job!” The gunmen then
walked away from the family to talk.

“Why can’t we kill them?” Ruth
overheard one of the men ask.

“The boss is going to be really mad
at us if we don’t kill them,” another man
said. “If we don't finish this job, he is going
to kill us.”

At about Tam, the men decided to
leave. They told Ruth and her family to
keep their eyes closed until they could no
longer hear their truck driving away. And
they warned them not to tell anyone what
had happened.

“We know where you live,” one gunman
said. “We know who you are. We know
everything, and we are going to be close
to watch you if you tell the police.”

Having stolen Aurelio’s and Ruth’s
cellphones as well as their truck, the
attackers sped away. Ruth untied her
hands and, after Aurelio regained
consciousness, helped her husband and
Maria walk back up the hill. After making it
to the road, they eventually got help.

A Time of Healing

At the hospital, Aurelio received stitches
for his head wound and Ruth was treated
for cuts on her feet caused by shards of
embedded glass. The entire family also
received help dealing with the trauma
they experienced that night.

Ruth and Aurelio don’t know who
abducted them, but they suspect the
attackers were either guerrillas or
members of a drug cartel; both have a
history of persecuting Christians.

In some parts of Mexico, these groups
try to stop the spread of the Gospel
because those who put their faith in
Christ are more difficult to recruit for
drug trafficking and prostitution. “There
are many questions that we don’t have
answers to,” Aurelio said. “We know that
God saved us with His mercy, and it is
worth taking these risks for the Gospel.”

Aurelio said that he, Ruth and some
others who work with them are among
a dwindling number of Christians still
working in areas where armed groups

are active. “Many pastors stopped
visiting these places,” he said. “If we
don’t go there ... the village goes to the
Zapatistas.”

Following their ordeal with the
gunmen, the family travelled to another
part of Mexico, where they were able
to rest and spend time together. A few
months later, VOM invited Ruth and
Aurelio to an annual pastor’s conference
in Colombia for couples who minister in
Colombia’s “red zones,” areas controlled
by guerrilla or paramilitary groups. The
conference provides a respite from
the tension and danger of their work
as well as fellowship with others who
have experienced violence or other
persecution for their Christian witness.

Ruth said the conference helped her
and Aurelio recover from the trauma of
their abduction. “We met with people
who had been through those kinds of
incidents,” she said. “They encouraged
us, but we also encouraged them.”

VOM offered to help Ruth and Aurelio
relocate for their family’s safety, but Ruth
said she couldn’t forget the message she
sensed God giving her during the attack:
“You won't die. You will live and you will
tell of My glory.” After praying about it,
they decided to stay in southern Mexico.

“The Lord put me there,” Ruth said.

“l wasn’t going to run away. This was a
battle we had to go through. God was
going to do it God’s way. We decided
God doesn’t want us to leave that place.”

Aurelio shared his wife's commitment.
“We are going to preach double now,” he
told Ruth at the time.

Continuing the Mission

Since their abduction by the gunmen
eight years ago, Ruth and Aurelio’s
ministry has grown dramatically.
Through a network of volunteer
workers, they have planted more than
500 churches and established nearly
50 Outreach Bases that reach three
indigenous people groups.

Through the Outreach Bases,
volunteers host Bible studies, provide
children’s activities and distribute food.
Though the bases serve both children and
adults, children continue to be a primary
focus. Each Saturday, more than 5,000
youth hear the Gospel and learn from the
Bible.

“If a child comes to the Outreach Base,
they already have authorization from
their parents,” Ruth said. “There is a 90%
chance that the whole family is going to
accept Christ. Those children have a place






where they can say ‘My mom is sick’ or
‘Something happened to me,’ and they
are prayed for, and God does miracles and
they can see it.”

Workers also distribute VOM'’s Christmas
Care Packs at the Outreach Bases.

The packs contain a children’s Bible, a
water bottle, school supplies and other
necessities. “The parents get excited, but
the children, they get super excited,” Ruth
said. “It is a huge, great gift.”

In recent years, Ruth and Aurelio have
built seven temporary shelters on their
land for those displaced from their homes
or banned from their villages because
of their Christian faith. The Believers
who stay in the shelters receive Bible

instruction and job-skills training.

Today, Aurelio’s only lasting symptom
of the head injury he suffered in the
attack is an occasional, brief loss of vision
in one eye. Otherwise, he has completely
recovered.

The family continues to deal with the
trauma on an emotional level, however.
Ruth is still filled with anxiety when a
vehicle pulls in front of their truck. And
she and Aurelio have also altered some
of their work habits as a result of the
attack, such as varying the routes and
times of their travel to avoid establishing
noticeable patterns. In addition, they
have appointed other Christians to lead
different aspects of the ministry.

“We realized that if our lives were
ending that day, nobody would
know where the Bibles needed to be
distributed,” Ruth said. “If for some reason
we will not be here, people will know how
to continue the ministry.”

Reflecting on their ongoing work in
southern Mexico, Ruth asked that people
pray for their growth in faith. “Pray that we
can get into more places,” she said. “The
Outreach Bases are working, and we need
more. We need God to be able to go into
these places. He will give us the tools we
need to actually work in these places.”

God has already granted their ministry
great successes, but Ruth and Aurelio
know they could be attacked again. “I
know they are looking for us,” Ruth said.
“We are in their crosshairs. We haven't
stopped. We will continue. Whatever God
asks us to do, we will do.”

In addition to the Outreach Bases and
shelters for displaced Christians, Bible
distribution is another aspect of their
ministry that has grown dramatically.
Ruth and Aurelio are now receiving much
larger shipments of Bibles, which must be
kept at a strategically located warehouse.
And the Bibles are printed in five
languages, including indigenous dialects.

Through their network of churches,
Ruth collects names of Believers who
don’t own a Bible, and a ministry team
is in charge of distributing them. In
addition, Ruth continues to work with her
dad, who still pastors multiple churches,
to ensure that every Believer has his or her
own copy of God’s Word.

“God is so good,” Ruth said with a smile.
“He called me and is bringing me all the
resources to do ministry. It has often
been a hard process, but God always
strengthens me. God is the one who is
doing this. Children’s lives have been
transformed, and by that, the parents’
lives are transformed — all for the glory
of Jesus.” m

4 Top left: Ruth prays with a group of
Christians at a church in southern Mexico.
Left: Despite the potential dangers, Ruth
and Aurelio continue to pursue the ministry
work to which God has called them in the
region.
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BREAKING

— the Silence —

One couple’s faithful witness in a region of Mexico where their
livelihood — and lives — have been threatened.

n 2020, Mateo and Elena crossed
an invisible boundary when they
moved their family to central Mexico
to plant churches. Encompassing
115 counties in 8 states, the region
has been dubbed the Circle of Silence
because fewer than 1% of its residents
identify as biblical followers of Christ.
Central Mexico is rich in industry and
pre-Columbian history. But despite its
reputation as a welcoming place for
business and tourism, not everyone
receives a warm welcome there.
“People lose their inheritance; people
get attacked,” said a church planter
who has worked in the region for more

than two decades. “Usually it is the
closest family members that give biblical
Christians the hardest time. We have had
people cut off the Christians’ water or do
stuff like that to try to scare them.”
Christian workers like Mateo and Elena
struggle to meet even the basic needs
of their families. When they first moved
to the region, they couldn’t find anyone
who would rent them a home, and Mateo
struggled to find work.
“I knew that there was work to do,”
he said, “but they wouldn’t open the
opportunity to me. | prayed, ‘God, | am
looking to do Your will, but You know that
| need this job to support my family.” Two

weeks later, he was offered a university
teaching job.

When word spread that Mateo
was a Christian, however, university
administrators began looking for a reason
to dismiss him. His Facebook page, email
account and bank account were hacked,
and within a year the university fired him.

Elena, too, was threatened after trying
to provide biblical counsel to a friend.
The friend, a woman named Linda, often
discussed her problems with Elena, so
Elena read passages of Scripture to her
that addressed her issues.

As Linda continued to ask questions and
witness Elena’s life, she decided to burn the
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your wife.”

|
“This is your first warning: You cannot preach, neither you nor

religious idols and images in her house. I
will obey just the Word of God,” Linda told
Elena. But when Linda’s daughter, Karina,
learned that her mother had burned the
idols, she began to verbally attack Elena
both at home and in public, screaming
curses and threats at her.

Elena prayed faithfully for Karina, and
the two have since become friends. But
not all of their relationships have been
blessed with that kind of transformation.
Mateo and Elena learned through a friend
that a local priest had instructed his
parishioners to “take care” of the couple
because of the Gospel message they were
preaching, a veiled suggestion to harass
them ... or worse.

At about the same time, a neighbour
who practiced witchcraft and had
attended a Bible study with the couple
hacked their bank account. In addition,
the neighbour tried to put a curse on
them and destroy their marriage, even
burning candles and spreading blood in
front of their door.

Mateo and Elena’s 5-year-old
daughter, Sara, was not immune from
the persecution either. She was publicly
shamed by her teacher and shunned by
classmates because of the family’s faith in
Christ.

Then, in December 2022, things got
even worse.

Just two months before VOM workers
met with the couple, Mateo and Elena
found a note at their front door, reading,
“This is your first warning: You cannot
preach, neither you nor your wife.”

The letter was signed with a skull and
crossbones.

The next day, all of the tyres on Mateo
and Elena’s vehicles were slashed. And
three days later, the tyres were slashed
again. After they installed a security
camera, a man warned Elena to take the
camera down. “He was very aggressive
and threatened that he wasn’t playing
around,” Mateo recalled.

Three weeks later, during a prayer
meeting in their home, two men on
motorcycles stopped outside their
building and revved their engines loudly.
“I wanted to see what was happening or
what they wanted,” Mateo said. “But the
Lord said, ‘Take it easy. Keep praying.’ So |
focused on prayer.”

“We really felt the spiritual oppression
in the place,” Elena said, reflecting on the
incident.

As the noise continued, a neighbour
called, crying. She told Elena that she and
her children were hiding under her bed
because the men had guns pointed at the
house.

When Mateo and Elena finished
praying, they went to bed. Mateo said he
thought the men might kill them.

“l was afraid for my daughters,” Elena
said.

They considered leaving the city,
but through a friend’s encouragement
they decided to remain there and
continue proclaiming the Gospel to their
neighbours. “It is on those occasions that
we feel like God is telling us, ‘Don’t worry,

A Mexico's “Circle of Silence” has a strong
culture of Christo-paganism, a syncretistic
blend of ancient pagan practices and
Roman Catholicism.
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I am with you,” Mateo said.

Mateo eventually found a new job
that enables him to have an influence on
families and youth in the community. He
is still under scrutiny for his faith, but he is
seizing the opportunity to share the love
of Christ. “l know they are watching me, if |
am doing some mistake, to fire me,” Mateo
said. “But God has put a lot of grace on
me, so in that way | get to be a light in the
middle of these families.”

Although the enormous pressure
sometimes leads to discouragement, Mateo
and Elena keep their eyes fixed on Christ as
they lead a group of 15 Believers. “My prayer
request is that God will give us protection
and that we will have opportunity to reach
those people,” Elena said. “So please pray
for protection because we do not want to
leave this town.” m
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Hoily Tiflor,

Thank you for opening our eyes to the persecution of
our Christian family members in Mexico. We give all
honour and praise to You for the advancement of Your
kingdom in this difficult region. Thank you that many
who once worshiped idols have found new life in Christ
through the faithful witness of our Mexican brothers

and sisters.

As these bold witnesses cross invisible borders into
the enemy’s territory, may Your Son’s radiant light
illuminate the darkness, drawing a multitude to

You. May they sense You upholding them with Your
righteous right hand as they face opposition and
persecution, and may they experience Your abundant

provision for their every need. We pray that their joy
will be overflowing and that Your Word will strengthen

R TR
- i e —

their resolve.

May Your Gospel permeate every square kilometer of
Mexico through their faithful witness. And as we reflect
on their faithfulness, help us commit to sharing Christ

boldly within our circle of influence.




Prayer Diary

OCTOBER 2023
S 15 INDONESIA Pray that Front-Line Workers will find ways to get Bibles to those in remote areas.
M 16 IRAQ Pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to draw Muslims to Christ.
T 17 MOROCCO Pray for the body of Christ, using John 17:20-26 as a guide.
W 18  AFGHANISTAN Pray for Afghan Christians who have been displaced to other nearby restricted nations.
T 19 CUBA Pray that every Cuban Believer will have his or her own copy of the Bible this year.
F 20 BANGLADESH Pray for Christians who are learning how to reach their Muslim neighbours.
S 21 INDIA Pray that Christians will remain bold in their faith amid familial and governmental opposition.
S 22 DJIBOUTI Pray that God will call more labourers to the harvest.
M 23 TURKMENISTAN Pray for evangelists seeking creative ways to share the Gospel with Muslims.
T 24 LIBYA Pray that the government will fail in its attempts to close and demolish churches.
W 25 YEMEN Pray for Front-Line Workers who stayed to maintain a Christian witness during the civil war.
T 26 JORDAN Pray that God will provide for Christians who lose jobs, reputations and property.
F 27 MOZAMBIQUE Pray for Christians who have lost everything in recent Islamist attacks.
S 28 LEBANON Pray that new government leaders will see churches as a light in their communities.
S 29 UZBEKISTAN Pray for the spread of the Gospel despite an increase in Islamic fundamentalism.
M 30 SOMALIA Pray for the protection of evangelists risking their lives to work in the country.
T 31 SUDAN Pray that new Believers will be firmly grounded in faith as they are discipled.
NOVEMBER 2023
W 1 LEBANON Pray for the return of church leaders who left the country because of economic instability.
T 2 MOROCCO Pray for the success of Bible-smuggling operations.
F 3 JORDAN Pray that church leaders will unite in serving large numbers of refugees.
S 4 CAMEROON Pray that God will supply the needs of Christians whose villages are destroyed by Boko Haram.
S 5 BAHRAIN Pray that new Christians will be grounded in God’s Word and stand firm amid persecution.
M 6 MOZAMBIQUE Pray for the encouragement of those ministering to displaced and traumatized Christians.
T 7 INDONESIA Continue to pray for members of the Hati Yesus Maha Kudus Church, attacked on Palm Sunday 2021.
w 8 SYRIA Pray for pastors, using 1 Peter 5:1-4 as a guide.
T 9 KUWAIT Pray for more evangelists who will find creative ways to reach the Kuwaiti people.
F 10 TAJIKISTAN Pray for Christians in the northeast, which is dominated by a radical form of Islam.
S 11 VIETNAM Pray that those blinded by ancestor worship will see the truth of Scripture.
S 12 NEPAL Pray that the government will stop its oppression of those who convert to Christianity.
M 13 KENYA Pray for Christian widows and orphans recovering from Islamist attacks.
T 14  SAUDIARABIA Pray that Christians who are persecuted by their families will connect with the family of God.
W 15  EGYPT Pray that children’s Bibles will be distributed to eager readers.
T 16 NORTHKOREA Pray that government attempts to interrupt Christian radio broadcasts will fail.
F 17  MAURITANIA Pray that God will send more Christian workers to live and share the Gospel in the country.
S 18 LAOS Pray that Christians will remain faithful amid suffering and loss.

October/November 2023

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:

Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank

Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)
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