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T he printing company called 
me on Friday afternoon to 
tell me that police had seized 

factory records and knew that I 
had commissioned the printing of 
several thousand unofficial Bibles 
(unregistered with the government). 
The printer, who had been working 
on the Bible-printing job for about a 
month, planned to finish the job the 
next day, but police shut down all 
printing operations after the raid. At 
that point, I knew I was in big trouble.  

When police asked me to come 
in for questioning the next day, I 
expected to be arrested. But my 
options were limited: I could go in 

and speak with police, or I could go 
into hiding.

After hours of interrogation, the 
police took me to a detention centre. 
When I reached the cell, I was shocked 
to see 50 to 60 people crammed into 
a space of about 500 square feet. Two 
men moved a little to make room for 
me, but I was unable to lie on my back; 
I could only lie on my side.

I felt very calm before entering the 
detention centre, but now I was really 
flustered. How could I spend my time 
here, and how could I get along with 
so many people? I didn’t sleep my first 
night, but I gradually adapted to life 
in the detention centre, despite panic 

and fear.
There were all kinds of people in 

the cell, including drug traffickers, 
swindlers, thieves, smugglers 
and rapists. The days were very 
structured: eat, exercise, do activity, 
sit, watch TV, shower and sleep, all at 
specific times.

On the fourth day of detention, my 
attorney came to visit; he was the first 
visitor I received after being detained. 
I felt relieved, because at least I knew 
my family was aware of where I was. 
Warning me that I should prepare 
for the worst, the attorney told me 
it might be a month before I was 
officially arrested.

Then came the waiting. I watched 
as many other prisoners were 
arraigned in court, but I was never 
called. Authorities refused the bail 
offered from my wife, and on the 
34th day of detention my arrest 
warrant was finally issued. Now I was 

When Leo was arrested for distributing Bibles in China, VOM 
workers were concerned that he might spend the next 10 years in 
prison. But by God’s grace, prosecutors reduced the charges against 
him. After his release, Leo shared his experiences with VOM.

Inside
a Chinese Prison

    Some Chinese 
Christians embrace 
their imprisonment 
as a faith-building 
experience. 
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That year in the detention centre 
was a period of physical, mental 
and spiritual training for me. As I 
experienced my first hearing, second 
hearing and then my release, I always 
had peace. I knew that God, whom I 
depended on, would save me. Now, 
when I recall those things, I think of 
it as life training. God will not let this 
training be in vain. God will show 
me His will for the future, and this 
experience will be my source of faith 
and my motivation to move forward. 

Leo does not know what is next for him. 
Authorities will probably monitor him 
closely for months, and he may never be 
able to return to Bible distribution. Still, 
he knows that his faith was increased as 
he experienced God’s care for him in a 
Chinese prison.  

prepared for the long term.
I never expected to go to jail, and 

the situation there was far worse than 
I could have imagined. The food was 
hard to swallow — one steamed bun 
for breakfast, and rice with boiled 
vegetables for lunch and dinner. If 
you wanted better food, you could 
buy some pickles or chilli sauce with 
your own money.

We slept on a board on the cement 
floor. In winter, we had quilts so 
dirty you couldn’t tell what colour 
they were. They smelled so foul and 
mouldy that sometimes I had to plug 
my nose just to sleep.

With so many people in one cell, 
conflict was inevitable. Some people 
were injured or even killed, but — 
praise the Lord! — no one bothered 
me.

I was very anxious my first month 
in jail, worrying about my uncertain 
future. But after everyone was asleep, 
I could have my own quiet time to 
pray to God. Sometimes I prayed, 
“Oh, Lord, all that I have done was 
for You. Why have You allowed me 
to face persecution? Is it because my 
faith is small that You test me? Or is 
it because You are preparing me for 
a new mission?” Even though I was 
not sure how God would use me in 
the future, I believed He would save 
me and set me free. Little by little, my 
heart calmed.

Then the coronavirus pandemic 
began. The detention centre stopped 
all connections from the outside, 
including letter writing, gifts of 
clothes and money from loved ones, 
and attorney visits. 

During the lockdown, I received 
my indictment, with charges that 
carried a penalty of up to three years 
in prison. Since court hearings were 
suspended during the coronavirus 
outbreak, my case didn’t come before 
the court for eight months. When 
the trial finally resumed, government 
attorneys, miraculously, downgraded 
the charges against me. And in the 
end, I was sentenced to a year in 
prison. 

The Chinese government allows a 
limited number of Bibles in China, but 
VOM is committed to giving a Bible to 
every Believer who needs one. 

Christian businessman Lai Jinqiang, 
whose company at one time 
produced and sold the most audio 
Bible players in China, was detained in 
2018 and later charged with “unlawful 
business operation.” Meanwhile, four 
other Christians are currently on trial 
for manufacturing audio Bible players 
in Bao’an, Shenzhen.
 The owner of an online Christian 
bookseller, Wheat Bookstore, was 
arrested on 1 September, 2019. 
Authorities launched an extensive 
investigation into everyone who 
had purchased from the store, 
confiscating books and interrogating 
Christians from as far away as the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, 
in the northwest, and Liaoning 
province, in northeastern China. 

Authorities Restrict Bible 
Players and Online Bible 
Sales



A lmost none of the local 
Uyghur people knew about 
Christ.

That was the situation confronting 
a Chinese Front-Line Worker who 
moved to China’s Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region in 2013. “The 
seeds planted before were exhausted 
and gone,” he said. 

The Uyghur people are a pre-
dominantly Muslim ethnic group 
that has been heavily oppressed by 
the Chinese government in recent 
years, ostensibly to prevent Islamic 
extremism. Chinese officials closely 
monitor the Uyghurs, sending those 
deemed disloyal or devoutly Muslim 
to prison camps for indoctrination. 
The government hopes to instill 
unwavering loyalty to the Communist 
Party and eradicate any other 
allegiances. 

The Front-Line Worker and another 
Believer rented a small shop in a 
market with the intent of getting to 

know locals and sharing the Gospel in 
Xinjiang. And they knew that prayer 
was crucial to their ministry. “Our job 
began with prayer at 6 o’clock in the 
morning!” he said.

A few days after they opened, 
a Uyghur man came in looking 
for work. He was angry and prone 
to fighting with others. But the 
Christians prayed for him and told 
him that God loved him, and after 
several days the man said he wanted 
to know more.

Eventually, the man placed his faith 
in Christ and his irritable character 
began to change. As the weeks 
passed, more Uyghurs came to know 
Christ a few at a time, and soon a small 
fellowship began meeting weekly for 
prayer and worship. 

Many came to faith through 
experiences of miraculous healing, 
including a man named Ali. “He was 
a typical conservative Uyghur,” the 
Front-Line Worker said. “He was a 

depressed Muslim. A lot of hatred 
existed in his heart, and he thought 
the outside world was his enemy.” 

Ali also had end-stage cancer, and 
he was desperate. When the Front-
Line Worker told Ali that God could 
heal his tumor, Ali bet him that He 
could not. But one week after the 
Believers laid hands on Ali and prayed 
for him for about 30 minutes, he 
returned and said he wanted to place 
his faith in Christ. His tumor was gone. 

The next time Ali came to the 
fellowship, he brought his doctor, who 
was so shocked at Ali’s healing that he 
wanted to know more about the God 
who healed. Ten days later, Ali’s doctor 
also came to faith. 

“We had 16 brothers and sisters in 
less than two months at our lonely 
church,” the Front-Line Worker said. 
“We studied the Bible three times 
a week. We compared Islam and 
Christianity, raised questions and gave 
answers, and discussed the differences 

Doubly Hated:  
When a Uyghur Comes to Faith

    The Uyghur Muslim people 
are treated as terrorists 
in China. And professing 
faith in Christ only adds to 
their problems with the 
government. 
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between these two religions. We talked 
about the reality of Jesus Christ, our 
only Lord. We were full of joy, safety 
and happiness in the Lord.”

The days of joy did not last long, 
however. Early one December 
morning, officials from the Public 
Security Bureau raided the church, 
arresting the founders and six of the 
Uyghur Christians for illegal gathering, 
illegal preaching and spreading 
harmful books. The men’s wives and 
children, who suffered the loss of a 
family member and income, were 
ridiculed by their communities when it 
became known that they had chosen 
to leave Islam. VOM is supporting the 
men’s families while they are in prison.

“We pray every day they will be able 
to reunite with their family members 
as soon as possible,” the Front-Line 
Worker said. “We believe the Lord is 
with them and will walk with them 
through the painful days.” 

G ao Shao Xiu lived in constant pain 
when she was a child. Doctors 
diagnosed her with inflammation 

of the brain (she later learned it was liver 
damage) and told her parents not to invest 
too much money or education in her 
because she would not live long. But her 
parents, who loved her deeply, sought help 
for her at one hospital after another for 10 
years. 

When Gao was 15, a man persuaded her 
parents that he could heal her in three 
months, and he soon moved into the family 
home. One night, however, he disappeared, 
along with the funds Gao’s parents had 
given him. Gao’s hope of being free from 
pain faded again, and her parents began 
planning her funeral. “I was patiently waiting 
to die,” she said. 

At this point of resignation, two Christians 
who had heard about Gao’s situation 
travelled more than 30 miles to visit her and 
her family. They shared the Gospel with the 
family and told them about a living God who 
was capable of healing Gao. “My father was 
sceptical after the quack doctor,” Gao said, 
“but he allowed them to stay anyway.”

Instead of asking for money, the Christians 
prayed for three days. And for the first time 
in Gao’s life, she was free of pain. “It was 
then my father chose to believe in the Lord,” 

she said, “and he publicly dedicated me to God.” A short time later, 
Gao also placed her faith in Christ.

Gao and her family began attending an illegal house-church, but 
Bibles were scarce and they had never even seen an entire copy. The 
house-church had only a few chapters of the Bible that had been 
hand-copied and passed along.

Since Gao had missed a lot of school as a child, she decided she 
could advance her education by hand-copying the church’s few Bible 
chapters. And she found that the more she copied, the healthier 
she grew. Over time, her church acquired more Bible portions and 
eventually had a complete Bible. Gao continued to meticulously 
hand-copy the Bible, character by character. 

When Communist Chairman Mao Zedong launched the Cultural 
Revolution in 1966, Gao was among the many Chinese Christians 
persecuted for their faith. At one point, she was tied up and 
marched through the streets with a sign on her chest that said “anti-
government.” “I did not renounce my God,” she said. “I knew He was 
real, He was powerful, and because of Him, I was not dead.” 

BibleHand-Copied
The
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The Communist Plan to Change the Bible

Copying the Bible had firmly grounded Gao in 
the truths of Scripture. “In God’s Word, I found 
truth, life itself and clear guidance to the path I 
should be on,” she said.

Now in her 80s, Gao continues to serve as 
a preacher and church leader. She also trains 
students throughout China. “Our people meet in 
the church every day,” she said. “I preach at least 
five times per week. Though I have committed 
many verses to memory, my favorite verse is still 
John 3:16. God’s love is shown in that He chose me 
to be His spokesperson in China.”

Though Bibles are now easier to obtain, Gao 
continues the discipline of hand-copying passages 
of Scripture. “Today, this same book is the most 
vital resource in my life,” she said. “Thank you to 
those who provide the words of life to Christians 
here in China.”

For Gao, the Bible has been both an elusive 
treasure and a constant anchor throughout her 
life. She has served as a house-church leader since 
the Cultural Revolution and continues to faithfully 
lead a group of Believers under today’s increasing 
government restrictions. 

John 8:7–11, According to Chinese Communists

And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, 
“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone 
at her.” And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But 
when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with 
the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 
before him. Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus 
said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.”

John 8:7–11, ESV

Gao lived through the horrors 
of the Cultural Revolution as a 

faithful Christian, and today she 
leads a rural church.

Jesus once said to the angry crowd who was trying to stone a 
woman who had sinned, “He who is without sin among you, let 
him cast a stone at her.” When his words came to their ears, they 
stopped moving forward. When everyone went out, Jesus stoned 
the woman himself, and said, “I am also a sinner.”

In late 2019, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) announced plans to update the Bible to “keep pace with the times.” The revisions will include 
adding “core socialist values” and removing passages that do not reflect communist beliefs. The new Bible version will also be annotated with 
passages from Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist classics. 
Although it will take years to complete the new Bible version, a textbook for high school students released in September 2020 provides a 
frightening preview. In a book designed to teach law and ethics, the authors included a passage from John 8, as revised in the new Bible 
version: 

www.persecutionsa.org
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June/July 2021Prayer Diary
JUNE 2021
13 NIGERIA Pray for Believers in the north-east who survived attacks from Boko Haram.
14 LIBYA Pray that secret Believers will have fellowship with the Lord and with other Christians.
15 CENTRAL AFRICAN Pray for Christians seeking to return home after their villages were attacked. 
 REPUBLIC
16 KUWAIT Pray for the protection of local Believers.
17 COMOROS Pray for the translation of the Bible into Comorian dialects.
18 NEPAL Pray for the success of youth discipleship conferences.
19 SAUDI ARABIA Pray for families seeking asylum after being forced to flee their country.
20 COLOMBIA Pray for the protection of Christians from guerrilla groups and from drug and arms traffickers.
21 EGYPT Pray for Believers who have been taken to court on false charges because of their faith.
22 LEBANON Pray for the ongoing translation of Christian literature used throughout the region.
23 IRAN Pray for the training and equipping of house-church leaders in Iran.
24 KYRGYZSTAN Pray that Believers will stay strong during difficult times.
25 INDIA Pray for new converts who are experiencing persecution.
26 BHUTAN Pray for successful outreach work and discipleship among Bhutanese women.
27 PHILIPPINES Pray for Bible college students who spend their weekends evangelizing as part of their training.
28 MEXICO Pray for pastors who have been displaced and are now sharing the Gospel in new communities.
29 ERITREA Pray that churches and their leaders will remain faithful, strong and committed to sharing the Gospel.
30 SUDAN Pray that peace will reign in the hearts of Sudanese Christians during uncertain times.

JULY 2021
1 MALAYSIA Pray for the continued ability of Christian workers to minister in Malaysia.
2 MYANMAR Pray for God’s protection of Front-Line Workers and their families.
3 MALDIVES Pray for creative approaches to ministry in this hard-to-reach country.
4 TUNISIA Pray for an underground seminary in Tunisia.
5 ALGERIA Pray for Christians whose churches were closed by the government.
6 JORDAN Pray for Brother “S” who has been targeted by authorities from his country even after fleeing to Jordan.
7 NORTH KOREA Pray that North Koreans who receive audio Bibles will grow in their faith.
8 KENYA Pray for Christian converts from Islam who face ongoing threats and persecution from family members.
9 MALI Pray for churches in Mali as they face new challenges from Islamist ideology and attacks.
10 IRAQ Pray for the continued growth of house churches in Kurdish areas.
11 CAMEROON Pray for Christians in the north as they rebuild homes and churches destroyed by Boko Haram.
12 ERITREA Pray for more Christian resources in the Tigrinya language for Eritrean youth.
13 PHILIPPINES Pray for the conviction, repentance and salvation of those who oppose the church.
14 SOMALIA Pray for the safety of Believers facing persecution from family, neighbours, terrorists and the government.
15 MOROCCO Pray that Bibles will become more accessible throughout the country.
16 QATAR Pray that Qataris respond to the Gospel as it is proclaimed through internet and broadcast outreaches.
17 BRUNEI Pray that more leaders in the country will hear the truth and want to know Jesus.
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