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“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3
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F or 26-year-old Smiti, the journey to 
faith in Christ began seven years ago 
with a desperate search for healing 

from a serious illness. Like many Nepalis 
seeking help with their health, her first stop 
was a local witchdoctor — but he could do 
nothing for her. Then someone suggested 
that a nearby Christian church might be 
able to help. 

When Smiti’s family took her to the 
church, she was so sick that she was 
hardly aware of what was happening. 
But Christians prayed for her, and she 
experienced healing.

“Before that, my Christian friends 
used to talk about Jesus,” she said, “but 
I did not feel that Jesus was for me. 
That was for somebody else. But after I 
experienced the sickness and went to the 
church, from that point ... I needed Jesus 
for myself.”

Growing Faith, Facing 
Opposition
Smiti had studied agriculture in school 
and was passionate about learning more. 
So when she heard about a discipleship 
training programme that focused on 

teaching agricultural techniques as an 
opportunity to share the Gospel, she 
was very interested. She joined the 
programme as an intern in 2019, and 
a year later she received additional 
discipleship training.

“Before, I wanted to share the Gospel, 
but I did not have the practical skills and 
was not doing it regularly,” she said. “But 
once I joined the programme, I had to go 
out and share more. This training really 
helped me to learn more, and I became 
more mature as I shared more.”

After completing her discipleship 
training, Smiti helped train others in 
evangelism and discipleship. “Giving to 
others as a teacher brings me joy,” she 
said. “Whenever I teach others, it is really 
helping them and it is preparing me for 
the future.” Smiti said she teaches the 
same simple discipleship principle that 
she was taught: While working to share 
the Gospel and make new disciples, 
make sure you are teaching the next 
generation of disciple makers to follow 
in your footsteps.

As a Front-Line Worker in remote 
areas of Nepal, Smiti has faced many 

challenges. In some villages, local Hindu 
leaders have barred her ministry work, 
and others opposed to her work have 
tried to cast curses against her.

Nepalis sometimes reject the Gospel 
for fear that their gods or spirits will 
be offended and abandon them. 
“These communities are strong Hindu 
communities,” Smiti said. “They say, ‘You 
cannot share about Jesus in this place.’” 
And Nepalis who do come to faith in 
Christ often face harassment and violent 
attacks from Hindu nationalists, who seek 
to make Nepal a “pure” Hindu nation. 
Laws passed within the last decade have 
made sharing the Gospel and following 
Christ risky.

Another thing that scares many 
people away from the Christian faith, 
Smiti said, is the stigma of being a  
non-Hindu in Nepal. “When someone 
comes to faith in Christ, automatically 
their social status will become very low,” 
she explained. “Their reputation is lost, 
and their honour in the village will be 

Smiti finds joy in training others for 
evangelism and discipleship.

Blessing
T H O S E  W H O  C U R S E



gone. This is what it means to be low 
caste. Christians are considered as a low 
caste in the society.”

When Smiti speaks with someone 
who fears this kind of social pressure, 
she gently reminds them that there is 
no discrimination in God’s kingdom. 
“Sometimes even other Believers are 
discouraged by this kind of thing,” Smiti 
said. “I urge them to not be discouraged. 
I am not discouraged with those things, 
because whatever the persecution and 
difficulties that I have seen, I also see 
that actually God is working ... in their 
situation. That makes me so excited.”

Empowered to Witness
Simple and practical are key words in 
Smiti’s ministry. When she first arrived 
in the village where she has been 
working for a while, she quickly realized 
she would need to learn the minority 
language used locally.

“When I first came here, I used to talk 
with people in Nepali,” she said. “When 
I would ask, ‘Do you understand?’ the 
people said, ‘I don’t know what you are 
talking about.’ So then I knew there 

was no point for me to share in Nepali.” 
Determined to tell them about Jesus 
Christ, she learned the Maithili language 
in just five months. 

Through faithfully proclaiming the 
Gospel, Smiti has seen many Nepalis 
come to faith in Christ and many 
Believers begin to grow in faith. Her work 
has been especially effective among 
women, who are not accustomed to 
seeing other women in a teaching role.

“When we started this training, we 
encouraged them to spend time in the 
Word and go back to share their faith,” 
Smiti said. “The women used to think 
they can’t do anything because society 
tells them that they are kind of useless. 
But when they learn and they share 
with others, they become more active 
and their voice is heard, and others are 
coming to faith.”

Looking Ahead
Smiti’s family members at first pressured 
her to leave ministry work, but they have 
become more supportive after seeing 
the joy it brings her. Being unmarried at 
26 in a culture where most girls marry 
by 14, Smiti dreams of one day having 
a husband who shares her heart for 
reaching the people of Nepal with the 
Gospel. In the meantime, she continues 
to seek new opportunities to make Christ 
known while training and leading others 
to do the same.

“Please pray, as I am planning to move 
to a Muslim area to work in a Muslim 
community,” she said. “Pray that God 
would prepare me to go there. Pray that 
whatever God has asked me to do, His 
will would be realized in my life.” 

“I am not discouraged ... because whatever the 
persecution and difficulties that I have seen,  

I also see that actually God is working.”

Smiti is part of a discipleship 
programme that uses agricultural 
education as a springboard for 
evangelism.
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“Iwant him to die the worst 
death ever and go to hell.”

That was Pauline Ayyad’s 
immediate reaction when 

she learned that local authorities had 
identified and arrested the man who 
brutally murdered her husband.  

Rami Ayyad was director of the only 
Christian bookstore in Gaza City. One 
evening in 2007, shortly after closing 
the shop for the day, he called his 
family and told them he was with some 
bearded men and might be away for 
some time. That was the last they heard 
from him.

Rami’s body was found in a field the 
next morning. He had been shot and 
stabbed numerous times. 

A Dangerous Job
Gaza has a population of nearly 2 million 
people, 99.8% of whom are Sunni 
Muslims, and the territory is governed 
by the militant Palestinian organization 
Hamas. The fewer than 2,000 Christians 
living in Gaza can attend one of only 
four churches: a Catholic church, an 
Orthodox church, an Episcopal church or 
a Baptist church. The bookstore where 
Rami served was organized by the Bible 
Society of Gaza and located in the Gaza 
Baptist Church building. 

Rami and Pauline had been active 
members of the church for years, while 
Rami worked at a bank to provide for his 
family. “Always, God put in our hearts to 
serve Him,” Pauline said. “Back then, we 

could not clarify what kind of ministry 
God wanted us to do.”  

Two years before his death, Rami 
sensed God calling him to quit his 
banking job and lead a Bible Society 
ministry in Gaza called “The Teacher’s 
Bookshop.” The church building where 
it was located received frequent threats 
and had been bombed on two occasions, 
so Rami’s career change worried Pauline.

“I was afraid,” she said. “I told him that 
I was not comfortable because I had a lot 
of fear. But he was feeling peace.”

Although they had two young 
children at the time, Rami prayed about 
the position and told Pauline that he 
needed to obey what God had placed 
on his heart. Pauline’s initial anxiety 
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 Pauline (in front) with her teenage 
children, Wisam, Sama and George (left to 
right). Pauline was pregnant with Sama 
when her husband, Rami (inset photo), was 
killed.



decreased after Rami started his new 
job at the bookstore and the two of 
them began leading programmes such 
as a children’s Bible study. “It became 
normal life,” Pauline said, “and the fear 
left me.”

Threats
Rami was threatened on several 
occasions, including a few weeks 
before his murder. A local sheikh came 
into the shop and told Rami that he 
should convert to Islam. But Rami 
refused, replying, “I cannot make you 
be a Christian, and you cannot make 
me be a Muslim.” Ominously, the sheikh 
responded, “I know how to make you 
become a Muslim.”

When Rami mentioned the 
confrontation to his wife just two days 
before his abduction and murder, 
his attitude reflected only peace and 
acceptance of the danger he faced. “What 
can they do?” he said confidently. “The 
only thing they can do is to kill me, and 
then I will be killed for Christ.”

But Pauline struggled to understand 
how he could be so calm. “When he told 
me this story, he was happy!” she recalled. 
“He was speaking like he was ready to die 
for his faith. God was preparing him to do 
this, and Rami was ready.”

Around the same time, Rami told 
Pauline that some men he recognized 
had followed him home and glared 
at him menacingly. But since local 
authorities had done little about previous 
threats to the bookstore, he and Pauline 
felt there was nothing more they could 
do to ensure their safety. 
 
Abduction and Aftermath
On 6 October, 2007, around 4:30pm, Rami 
closed the bookstore and headed home. 
Shortly afterward, he called his sister from 
a number she didn’t recognize, and she 
overheard him saying, “What do you want 
from me? I don’t know you!”

When Rami didn’t arrive home at the 
expected time, Pauline began to worry 
and called the Bible Society’s leaders. But 

they hadn’t heard from him either. Then, 
around 6pm, Rami called Pauline and told 
her he was on a long trip and would be 
gone for a while.

The next morning, Rami’s brother 
called to tell her that someone had found 
Rami’s body. 

Pauline, who was four months 
pregnant with their third child, 
was devastated. “I was crying and 
complaining,” she said. As she prayed 
to God and wondered why this had 
happened to her now, she recalled 
Romans 8:28, which says, “And we know 
that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.”

But Pauline wasn’t ready to accept 
the reassuring words of Scripture. “Back 
then,” she said, “I refused the verse. What 
good thing can come through killing my 
husband?” 

Pauline’s relationship with God 
suffered for months after Rami’s murder. 
“I was very, very mad at God,” she said. 
She questioned not only why God had 
allowed her husband to be killed but also 
why He had allowed them to marry in 
the first place. 

She battled depression for the next five 
years as she struggled with grief. “Many 
times, I felt down,” Pauline said. “And I 
asked, ‘God, you made me a widow; why 
are my kids without a father?’” While those 
years were difficult, she knew God was still 
with her. “I would wake up and look to God 
and get strength,” she said. “When I would 
think about myself in this situation, I would 
feel depressed, but when I looked to God, 
he would lift me up.”

While working through her grief, 
Pauline’s anger grew toward those 
who killed her husband. Living in a 
predominantly Muslim area, she heard 
the Islamic call to prayer five times a day, 
and each call from the minarets served as 
a potential provocation. 

Christian friends urged Pauline to 
forgive Rami’s killers, but she felt it was 
easy for them to say when their lives had 
not been destroyed. “When the Believers 

used to tell me that I need to forgive,” she 
said, “I felt upset.”

Christians also encouraged her to pray 
that Rami’s killers would come to know 
Christ so they could go to heaven. “I was 
refusing all this,” Pauline said. “For me, for 
them to receive Christ and go to heaven 
was not acceptable.”

Over time, Pauline’s anger grew into 
rage, especially around the anniversary of 
Rami’s murder. But eventually she became 
exhausted by her anger and started 
praying a specific prayer. “I know that I am 
Your daughter,” she prayed, “and I know 
that I need to forgive, but I can’t forgive. 
Help me; let me be able to forgive in a way 
that is real.” Pauline said she prayed that 
prayer regularly for a year.

A Turning Point
In 2012, five years after Rami’s death, 
Pauline and her children were invited to 
a conference about forgiveness.

At one point during the conference, a 
pastor asked everyone to close their eyes 
and imagine a person they needed to 
forgive. Pauline immediately imagined 
the man who had killed her husband. 
She knew God wanted her to forgive that 
man, whoever he was. 

On the last day of the conference, 
when the pastor asked if anyone wanted 
prayer to help them forgive someone, 
Pauline responded. As other Christians 
gathered around her to pray, she cried 
out to God, “I want to forgive!” Pauline 
said in that moment she felt the Holy 
Spirit touch her soul. 

“I opened my eyes and felt like a new 
person!” she said. “I used to speak to 
God and would say, ‘You are mad at me 
because I won’t forgive.’ And I would 
hear Him say, ‘Yes, because you are my 
daughter, and you need to forgive.’”

After the conference, Pauline began 
to study what the Bible says about 
forgiveness. “I realized that not to forgive 
is a sin,” she said. “I used to think that it 
was my right not to forgive.”

“I used to think that it was 
my right not to forgive.”
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A Killer Is Captured
In 2017, authorities arrested the man 
thought to be Rami’s killer. Pauline 
said the arrest at first rekindled her 
anger, which she had worked so hard 
to overcome. “For a moment,” she said, 
“I thought I might lose my forgiveness 
toward him.”

In addition to Rami’s murder, the man 
was suspected of killing a Hamas leader 
and some Palestinian police. “At that 

the pressures she faced and that Hamas 
planned to execute the killer, she finally 
asked her oldest son, George, what he 
thought of the man who had murdered 
his father.

“I was surprised by his answer,” Pauline 
recalled. “He said, ‘I forgive him and I pray 
that he will go to heaven and meet with 
my dad.’”

On the eve of the man’s execution, 
Christians in Rami’s family urged Pauline 
not to speak about forgiveness again. But 
just as her husband had insisted years 
before, she believed she needed to obey 
God.

On the day of the execution, Pauline 
posted another message. After describing 
the suffering she had endured since 
Rami’s death, she explained that God had 
led her to forgive his killer, emphasizing 
that justice is in the hands of God.

Pauline said God used her online 
post to change people’s hearts. “I was 
shocked,” she said. “People who were 
against me were with me now. Even 
Rami’s family, after they read it, told me 
that now they will forgive too.”

The process of reaching full forgiveness 
didn’t happen overnight for Pauline. 
“Forgiveness is a decision,” she said. “That 
is what I experienced.

“You cannot forgive by your own 
strength, but when you have this will, a 
real will, an honest will to forgive and you 
put it in front of God, God will help you to 
forgive. I thought I had forgiven already, 
but God prepared me until I could enjoy 
true forgiveness.” 

time,” Pauline said, “it was like Satan was 
giving me bad ideas about this person 
who killed Rami, this person who made 
me a widow.”

But God reminded Pauline about her 
testimony, that Rami had died because of 
his faith in Christ and that she had already 
forgiven Rami’s killer. “So I repented of 
my thoughts,” she said. “Then I posted 
online that I had renewed my forgiveness 
toward the man and prayed for a blessing 
in his life.” 

Pauline’s public display of grace 
angered many people, including some in 
her own family who wanted vengeance. 
After struggling to tell her children about 

 Pauline struggled emotionally in the 
aftermath of Rami’s murder, but she now 
ministers to other widows.

“I realized that 
not to forgive  
is a sin.”

Listen to Pauline Ayyad’s 
inspiring testimony at 
VOMRadio.net/Pauline.
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O Holy God,
We lift our voices in adoration of Your lovingkindness, which You pour out over our persecuted Christian sisters 

throughout the world. May we always be eager to sing Your praises, even amid trying circumstances.

Forgive us when we fail to obey Your mandate to share Christ and when we harbour bitterness in our heart against 

others. May Smiti’s obedience to Christ and diligence in learning a new language inspire us to greater boldness and 

purpose in our witness. 

Thank You for being the author of forgiveness according to Your abundant mercy in Christ Jesus. May Pauline be a 

ready reminder of the powerful witness of forgiveness.

We ask for Your continued blessing of boldness on women who live in nations hostile to Christ. May You uphold them 

with Your righteous right hand and bring them favour as they serve You. May we, too, move from timidity to boldness 

in our witness. 

 Amen.
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FOUNDATIONS

W hen preachers, priests, pastors and laymen 
were arrested in Communist Romania, women 
witnessed in their place. The Communists 
were amazed to see women working just as the 
men had worked for God, and they didn’t know 

what to do with us. After two years, they sent some to prisons 
and the slave labour camps of Siberia, and even there women 
were witnesses for Christ.
 In one of those camps, there was a group of five simple farm 
women who witnessed for Christ. They prayed together with 
the prisoners, and they led some to Christ. During the night, a 
Communist officer or guard would come to their prison cell and 
ask for prayer. “My wife is very sick,” they might say. “Would you 
please pray for her? But please, nobody should know.” 
 One day, eight male criminals went to their prison cell. 
The women were afraid, but one of the criminals said, “Don’t 
be afraid. We just want you to pray with us.” There they knelt, 
Christian women in the hands of the Communists. The women 
were hungry, beaten and shivering from cold — but mighty and 
strong in the Lord. 
 When it became known that they were winning souls 
for Christ, a new prison director told the five women, “We 
Communists don’t allow you to speak about God anymore. If 
you continue, we will punish you.” 
 But our sisters continued; they could not do anything else. 
The Lord was theirs and they were His. They could never stop 
speaking about Jesus, who gave His life for them. 
 One day the prison director ordered our sisters to undress, 
then gathered thousands of prisoners around them. Barefoot 
and wearing only their shirts, our sisters were forced to stand 
on the ice. 
 The director then told them they must stand there with 
the other prisoners staring at them until they promised not to 
speak about God or Christ anymore. 

By Sabina Wurmbrand

Five Simple
WITNESSES

 Standing barefoot on the ice in Siberia, our five sisters 
started singing praises to the Lord. The director was angry. 
“If you don’t stop immediately, I will unleash the dogs,” the 
director told the five women. 
 Still barefoot on the ice, our sisters fell on their knees and 
started to pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven ...” The dogs 
were unleashed, and the other prisoners remained quiet. Then 
the dogs stopped a few inches before our Christian sisters and 
sat down on the ice. 
 “It is a miracle of God!” the prisoners cried.
 Fearing a violent outbreak, the prison director took the 
sisters to their prison cell and sent a female Jewish doctor to 
examine them. When the doctor returned to the director, she 
said, “Mr. Officer, the prisoners are all right. They have nothing, 
not even a cold.”
 The prison director said, “You are a doctor. You are a woman 
of science. How can you tell me such a thing? Can you give me 
some explanation as a doctor?” 
 The Jewish doctor answered, “Mr. Officer, you had the 
best explanation when you heard the Christians saying, ‘Our 
Father, who art in heaven.’ They have a Father in heaven, and 
whosoever has a Father in heaven can do everything.”
 We have seen in Communist prisons how God fought for his 
own. He himself fights for you. Just lift up your head and look to 
Jesus. Make Him to be Lord in your life and in your heart.  

Sabina Wurmbrand (1913 – 2000) and her husband, Richard 
(1909 – 2001), founded The Voice of the Martyrs. 
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April/May 2023Prayer Diary
APRIL
16 EGYPT Pray for the 70,000 Christian seventh grade students who will receive a Bible this year.
17 INDONESIA Pray that Christians will be salt and light in Aceh province, where Islamic law was implemented.
18 YEMEN Pray for God’s provision of Christian families that had to separate for safety.
19 PAKISTAN Pray that the truth will prevail when Christians are falsely accused of blaspheming Islam.
20 BHUTAN Pray for Christians charged under Bhutan’s anti-conversion law.
21 SAUDI ARABIA Pray that Islam will begin to lose its dominance in its region of origin.
22 BURKINA FASO Pray that Muslims and animists will see the power of Christ through the love of local Believers.
23 NIGER Pray for Fulani Christians who are sharing the Gospel with Fulani Muslims.
24 TAJIKISTAN Pray that children will grow in Christ despite the restriction on minors attending church. 
25 KAZAKHSTAN Pray that members of an unregistered church will continue their bold witness despite police scrutiny.
26 UZBEKISTAN Pray for the strength and provision of Christians expelled by their families and villages. 
27 SRI LANKA Pray for the faithfulness of pastors who have been attacked by mobs led by Buddhist monks.
28 MALI Pray that churches will offer hope to those facing uncertainty amid financial instability.
29 CUBA Pray that those who come to faith in Christ will repudiate false spiritual practices.
30 NEPAL Pray that Believers will find ways to share Christ with people in remote mountainous areas.

MAY
1 YEMEN Pray for unity among Yemeni Christians as they are assailed by outside forces.
2 MAURITANIA Pray for fruitful labor among the body of Christ in this country (Philippians 1:22).
3 LEBANON Pray that pastors and other Christian leaders will trust God during economic instability.
4 MALAYSIA Pray that Christians will boldly share the Gospel with the Malay people despite its prohibition.
5 NORTH KOREA Pray for Bible-smuggling efforts, as bordering countries ban transportation of Bibles to North Korea.
6 TURKEY Pray for the development of more Turkish church leaders.
7 SAUDI ARABIA Pray that online Christian information will reach those whose hearts are open to the Gospel.
8 AFGHANISTAN Pray for Afghan Christians whose belongings are searched at checkpoints.
9 BHUTAN Pray for Bhutanese Christians in the West to return as Gospel workers to their country.
10 MEXICO Praise God that many indigenous people are coming to faith in Christ. 
11 NIGER Pray that Fulani and Tuareg Christians will witness boldly to family members who persecute them.
12 COLOMBIA Pray that students in “red zones” will be receptive to the Gospel.
13 SOMALIA Pray for the effectiveness of efforts to share the Gospel through social media.
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