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PAY IT FORWARD!
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
						                    Matthew 6:19-21

The "Church" is not a building you meet in, on a Sunday.

  YOU are the "Church" 
Similarly, the Persecuted "Church" is YOUR Christian Brother or YOUR Christian Sister 

who faces challenges to avoid life threatening situations and even Martyrdom, just for 
being a born-again Believer.

Let them know they are not forgotten.
They ALL need your prayers. 

Provide help for those who have suffered persecution themselves or 
for the families of Christians imprisoned or martyred because of their 
witness. Such help will assist in the immediate aftermath of a persecution 
event and in meeting ongoing or long-term needs.

		  Your gift may be used to assist with needs like these:
		  • living expenses		  • children’s educational needs
		  • relocation within a nation	 • legal assistance
		  • vocational training
			 
Grow deeper in fellowship with our persecuted Christian family? Become a Global Ministry Partner. 

		  When you commit to a monthly gift, you’ll become a VOM Global Ministry Partner, 	
		  helping address all needs in service to our persecuted brothers and sisters while 	
			   being their voice to others.

			   Go to www.persecutionsa.org/donate to donate or complete the 	
			   Debit Order form to commit to a monthly amount. 

					     Once complete, please email it to bianca@vomsa.org

“								       Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with 	
				    them.” Hebrews 13:3

http://www.persecutionsa.org/donate
mailto:bianca%40vomsa.org?subject=


"Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not." 
					     			       —
Jeremiah 33:3

Richard Wurmbrand (1909 – 2001) was imprisoned 
in Communist Romania for his faith in Christ. He and 
his wife, Sabina (1913 – 2000), later sought ways to 
serve persecuted Christians and in 1967 started a global 
ministry known today as The Voice of the Martyrs. 
You can read VOM’s books about Richard and Sabina 
Wurmbrand and watch the two feature films about their 
lives for free on the VOM App, available in the App Store 
and on Google Play.



T
he sound of gunfire and explosions was terrifyingly 
familiar. As a coalition of Marxist guerrillas and 
drug-cartel operatives overran their town, Sofia 
waited for the return of her husband, Luis, at 3am 

one morning in March 2024.
Luis, a missionary and pastor who ministered to 

villagers deep in the Colombian jungle, had taken a 
boat full of 30 Christians to a location safe from the 
violence occurring in their village. The Christians had 
climbed into the borrowed boat with nothing but the 
few possessions they could carry. “God, take care of us,” 
Luis prayed as they pulled away from the bank. “Clear 
the way for us to go with no danger.” 

Editor’s Note: This interview with Luis and Sofia took 
place just four days after their home was destroyed for 
the second time. 

THE LAST
to Leave



Sofia watched the boat and her husband disappear 
down the river. “I have God, a powerful God,” she 
recalled thinking at the time. “I know that under His 
wings I am OK. He will protect me.”

Luis eventually returned for his wife and five 
children, helping them into the boat. As the sun rose 
and they made their way to the relative safety of 
another town, their home and possessions had already 
been destroyed by the Marxist guerrillas, who oppose 
the spread of the Gospel and instead crave power and 
wealth.

This was the second time in less than five years that 
Luis and Sofia had lost everything for the sake of the 
Gospel. The areas where they minister, in Colombia’s 
“red zones,” are controlled by militant groups rather 
than the government. The red zones are notorious 
for violence between the competing groups and 
between the groups and government forces. Worship, 
evangelism and travel are dangerous in these areas, as 
guerrillas seek to control all aspects of villagers’ lives.

The first time Luis and Sofia fled with their 
congregation, in 2021, the guerrillas had given them 
three hours to get out of town. That time, too, Sofia and 
Luis were the last to leave as they cared for their flock. 

When a pastor friend learned of their situation, he 
quickly arranged for Luis and Sofia to join his family 
at a pastors’ conference that was just about to begin. It 
was intended as a time of fellowship where pastors and 

missionaries could receive comfort in the company of 
others who serve the Lord in the red zones. Being with 
Christians who could understand their suffering, pray 
for them and encourage them gave Luis and Sofia new 
hope. 

Because the weather was much cooler at the 
conference and Luis’s family had escaped with only the 
clothes they were wearing, their brothers and sisters 
in Christ helped provide them with jackets and other 
clothes.

“The Christians at the conference were the answer 
to our prayers the first time,” Luis said, “and that has 
made us feel stronger to continue in the labour we are 
doing as missionaries. The first time we were attacked, 
we decided not to return, but because of the pastors’ 
fellowship we got strength to continue.”

After the first attack, in 2021, Luis and Sofia wasted 
no time finding a new ministry base and developing 
a circuit of more than 50 villages where they shared 
the Gospel. They also established churches, which 
they tried to visit twice a month. To reach some of the 
villages, they might travel for one hour by boat before 
walking several more hours into the jungle. Other 
villages could require traveling several hours by boat. 
“How long it takes depends on if they are shooting or 
not,” Luis said.

Some places are so dangerous for Christians that 
Luis just pulls the boat up to a dock, loads as many 

* * *

* * *

“I have God, a powerful God. I know that 
under His wings I am OK.” 



join a guerrilla group, they made the painful decision 
to send them to a distant city, where they could live 
with another pastor’s family. The family was separated 
for a year and a half. While away, Nidia and Manuela 
attended a discipleship and ministry-training 
programme, leading them both to answer the same 
call that had taken their parents into the jungle. When 
they returned to the red zone, they began to minister 
alongside their parents.

“I received the answers to a lot of questions I have 
had,” said Manuela, now 24. “So in ministry training, 
my faith was strengthened in what God had called 
me to do. To go back again we were a little fearful, but 
that is where our family was, where our church was, so 
we went back just trusting in God.” 

 

After the March 2024 attack, Luis and 
Sofia wondered how they would feed 
their family, find shelter and continue 
to proclaim the Gospel in the red zones. 
Then Luis received a phone call from 
the same pastor who had helped his 
family three years earlier, and he was 
calling with the same invitation: Come 
to the pastors’ conference and let us 

people onboard as he can, and takes them someplace 
else to teach them God’s Word. Being Christ’s witnesses 
in the red zones has cost Luis and his family more than 
just long hours, risky travel and the loss of material 
possessions.

They live with a constant vigilance. Their 7-year-old 
son is fearful of anyone he sees in uniform, and one of 
their younger daughters has vivid memories of trying to 
hide or escape as gunfire erupted nearby. 

“During our childhood, there was always a lot of 
violence from the armed groups,” said 21-year-old 
Nidia, Luis and Sofia’s second daughter. “We always 
had to live in fear of these armed groups. But we 
realized God loved us, that he was always there for us, 
that there was a God who took care of His children. So 
that is how we were raised, in the midst of violence.” 

One tactic of guerrilla groups like the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National 
Liberation Army (ELN) is to forcibly recruit young 
people. Children in Christian families are especially 
targeted, with the intent of terrifying the Christians 
into compliance with their commands, preventing the 
discipleship of a new generation of Christians, and 
bolstering the rebel groups’ power. 

When Luis and Sofia received specific threats that 
their daughters Nidia and Manuela would be forced to 

Luis and Sofia’s children, including Nidia (center) and Manuela (right) have been threatened with violence and forced recruitment by Marxist 
guerrilla groups.

* * *



Almighty God, 
We thank you for your provision for Luis and Sofia 
as they have faced ongoing opposition for their 
bold witness. As they continue to minister in the 
red zones, may they know that you are watching 
over them and their children. Guide them into paths 
of peace, and shield them from attacks by the evil 
one. And may their perseverance in faith, even after 
losing everything, inspire us to tell others about 
Christ, at any cost. 
 		               In Jesus’ name, Amen.

serve you. With grateful hearts, Luis and his family 
accepted the invitation. 

“These Front-Line Workers are like angels coming 
from heaven,” Luis said. “They met needs that I didn’t 
think could ever be met. I praise God and bless them.”

Luis and Sofia are resolute about what has sustained 
them through the losses of the last few years. “It is a 
passion for the souls,” Luis said. “There are so many 
people who are lost.”

“It is worth serving the Lord,” Sofia added. “Three 
years ago I was more scared of death, but now I am 
not scared of death. I trust in the Lord. ‘For me, to die 
is gain’; that is what Paul said. So what is the worst 
that can happen? That I gain?”

Luis and Sofia request prayer for God’s provision, for 
“opportunities to go to the places where the Gospel is 
needed,” and for wisdom about the steps necessary to 
continue their work. They are also looking for specific 
ways to share forgiveness and the love of Christ with 

the guerrillas who have threatened them and twice 
displaced them from their home.

Manuela added an additional prayer request for the 
youth and children who attend churches in the red 
zones. “A lot of young people are being taken to the war,” 
she said.

Just as Luis and Sofia have prepared themselves and 
their children for persecution as Christians, they also 
teach others that following Christ is not an easy path, 
especially in the red zones. “Not only do we live with 
persecution, but we promise that they will live it, and 
they will learn to suffer for the cause of God,” Luis said. 
“Even though we are receiving His blessings, we have to 
suffer to let people know about the Gospel.”

But the joy of serving the Lord, Sofia said, makes the 
suffering worthwhile. “We live for Christ,” she said.

Luis and Sofia have relocated their family to a new 
town. And they remain committed to planting churches 
and reaching the people in Colombia’s red zones, 
including the guerrillas who have opposed them, with 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Guerrilla groups like the FARC and ELN control large areas of 
Colombia and are violently opposed to the spread of the Gospel. Inset: 
After fleeing guerrilla violence twice, Luis is teaching his 7-year-old son 
to look past his fears and to live for Christ.

“To go back again we were a little fearful, but that is where our family was, where our 
church was, so we went back just trusting in God.” 



J eevan and his wife, Gamya, sat quietly in a small 
second-floor apartment where they had met to talk 
with some VOM workers. The morning sun poured 
through the windows, casting a warm glow on their 

surroundings, but the cacophony of noise from the 
street below more closely reflected the turmoil the 
couple had been experiencing.

Ministry work in Nepal had taken a toll on Jeevan 
and Gamya. And after a VOM worker opened in prayer, 
they shared their story.

Soon after Jeevan placed his faith in Christ, he 
became a dedicated and passionate evangelist. When 
he completed Bible school, Jeevan, Gamya and their 
daughter moved in 2001 to an area where there wasn’t 
a single Christian. A year and a half later, a few people 
had turned to Christ, and Jeevan had built a small 
bamboo building where they could gather for worship. 
Gradually, more Hindus began placing their faith in 
Christ. 

When Jeevan’s congregation outgrew the small 

“The threats were there and  
the difficulties were there, but we 
continued to move forward.” 

CHRIST’S BRIDE
The Weight of Care
for

When police warned Jeevan of an imminent threat 
to his life, he was forced to leave his family and move 
to a remote region of Nepal for safety. The stress and 
constant fear in his absence took a toll on Jeevan’s wife, 
Gamya.



bamboo building where they worshiped, they decided 
to build another structure for their church service. But 
as they started construction, the townspeople, mostly 
Hindus, began grumbling about it, referring to Jeevan’s 
teaching as a foreign religion. At that time, Jeevan also 
started visiting a local prison, where within a year 16 
inmates had come to faith in Christ.

Seeing that the Christians inside the prison needed 
a place to gather, Jeevan requested a small portion of 
land. “If we teach them to obey God and if they believe 
in God,” he suggested to officials, “once they get out of 
prison then they will not repeat the same crimes.” 

Jeevan knew firsthand how the Gospel can affect 
someone’s life. Before he placed his faith in Christ, he 
drank too much alcohol, fought with his neighbours and 
robbed people. He said he had been arrested and jailed 
more than 100 times and was once considered a danger 
to society. He remained unchanged by the repeated 
arrests until someone gave him a Bible in the mid-
1990s. As he read the Bible, he discovered that Jesus 
is far different from the Hindu gods that he had grown 
up worshiping. Within a year of receiving that Bible, 
Jeevan had come to faith in Christ. Three months later, 
his wife, Gamya, also placed her faith in Christ. She and 

Jeevan were baptized on the same day.
Government and prison officials granted Jeevan 

permission to build a church in the prison, but in 
2015, Hindu extremists began a campaign opposing 
the churches he had built in the area. They distributed 
pamphlets claiming that Jeevan was responsible for all 
350 churches in the district. “But I am just responsible 
for this church and the other six churches,” Jeevan said. 
Nevertheless, Hindu extremists considered him a “most 
wanted pastor” in the area.

The Hindu extremists also tried to persuade others to 
oppose Jeevan and his fellow Christians. In time, they 
bombed two churches (not Jeevan’s), killing one person 
and injuring another. 

Aware of the danger to Jeevan, police advised him 
not to leave his home. “Seven days we stayed in the 
house,” Jeevan recalled. “It was very difficult.”

On the seventh day, a half dozen policemen and an 
inspector called on Jeevan late one night, urging him 
to leave for his safety. “Don’t tell us, ... your wife or 
anybody else where you are going,” the inspector said. 
“Go where you feel the most secure.”  

Around 2am, Jeevan got on his bike and left. Not 
wanting to worry Gamya, he didn’t tell her he was 
leaving. But Gamya had overheard what the police said. 
And their warnings fed into an underlying fear that 
had already taken root. “It was difficult for everybody,” 
Jeevan said, “but for her it was more difficult.” 

Jeevan decided to return to the town of his birth. But 
even while in hiding, he shared the Gospel with those he 
met. 

A few weeks later, he returned home. Gamya, 
though, instead of experiencing relief at her husband’s 
return, became increasingly ill. Jeevan took her 
to different hospitals and prayed for her, but she 
remained unwell, which shook and weakened their 
faith. Long before this illness, Gamya had shown signs 
of depression and other mental-health issues caused 
by the constant stress of threats and opposition to her 
husband’s ministry. 

Gamya’s illness posed a dilemma for Jeevan. With 
more than 300 Christians in the area, he was torn 
between shepherding these Believers and doing what 
was best for his wife and family. “It was difficult for 
me,” he said. “Shall I spend time with the family or in 
the church?” 

Jeevan’s uncertainty about how to prioritize his 
ministry and care for his family was further 
complicated by financial concerns. “We also had a lot of 
loans, debts,” he said. “We couldn’t even go to the right 
hospitals.” In addition to Gamya’s health problems, he 
said that he was experiencing respiratory and stomach 
problems at the time. Still, he kept his situation to 
himself because he didn’t want to discourage the 
Christians he was pastoring.

One month before VOM workers met with Jeevan 
and Gamya to hear their story, police again called 

“Don’t tell us, don’t tell your wife or 
anybody where you are going. Go where 
you feel the most secure.”  



Jeevan with security precautions. “I don’t even fear if 
somebody kills me,” he said, “but I am worried about 
Gamya.”

While recognizing her husband’s passion to share 
the Gospel and seeing the fruit of his ministry work, 
Gamya has also been aware of the cost. “The threats 
were there and the difficulties were there,” she said, 
“but we continued to move forward. I love God, and 
after that is my husband; I am worried about him 
when he goes out, especially when he doesn’t call. That 
really makes it difficult.” And raising their daughter 
and son is an additional worry. Like Jeevan, their son 
is attending Bible school.

Gamya said that Jeremiah 33:3 gives her comfort 
while her husband is traveling: “Call unto me, and 
I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knowest not.” 

“I don’t know how to read,” said Gamya, who listens 
to an audio Bible, “but I know this: God will teach me 
deep things according to Jeremiah 33:3. Every Tuesday 
in the church, we fast and pray. We pray for each other 
… and for all the world.”

Gamya, like her husband, is reluctant to tell church 
members her problems, including her worries about 
Jeevan. “But now I am beginning to talk with you and 
share,” she told the VOM workers. “There is usually a 
fear, but I feel happy to share today.”

“This is the first time she is open enough to share 
everything,” Jeevan added.

As the couple finished sharing their story, a VOM 
worker moved closer to Jeevan. “Brother,” he said 
earnestly, “I think the Lord wants you to hear this 
word, OK? The church is called the bride of Christ, and 
yet you have a bride named Gamya. And so those of us 
who are in ministry, sometimes we struggle. Should 
we first care for our wife, or should we care for Jesus’ 
bride? It is a struggle that’s real.

“I want you to know deep in your heart what I am 

about to say,” the VOM worker continued. “If you decide 
to go forward faithfully ... and something happens to 
you, the family of God will help take care of your wife 
and family.”

A look of relief washed over Jeevan’s and Gamya’s 
faces. “I am very thankful for hearing these things,” 
Jeevan said.

“Brother, it is an honour,” the VOM worker replied, 
“and we are humbled to hear your story. We have the 
opportunity to carry that story, so that many others 
can hear. It is our prayer that as they hear your story, 
they will be ... emboldened to share the Gospel the 
same way you are. But I also pray that today you have 
been encouraged. Hebrews 13:3 tells us that we are to 
join ... in your suffering as if it is our own suffering. In 
a way, we take this burden that you are carrying, and 
we want to take that to the Lord on your behalf. So 
our commitment to you is, we not only will personally 
remember to be praying, but also will mobilize others 
that may never come to Nepal. They will also be 
praying.”

Knowing that the global body of Christ will care for 
and pray for them and their family gave Jeevan and 
Gamya immediate peace. And the turmoil evident on 
their faces at the beginning of the interview had been 
replaced with joy. 

A woman prays at a Tibetan Buddhist pilgrimage site in 
Kathmandu. While more than 81% of Nepalis are Hindus, Buddhism 
is very prominent in the north, especially among Tibetans.

Dear heavenly Father, 
Thank you for our brother and sister Jeevan and 
Gamya, who are faithfully serving You. We pray 
that You will fill their hearts and minds with Your 
strength and peace, so they may know clearly 
how You are directing them to care for each 
other and for Your church. I pray that Gamya will 
experience full emotional and physical healing 
and that she will know the fullness of Your 
promise in Jeremiah 33:3. May their marriage 
be a testimony to those around them, drawing 
others to faith in You, including those who have 
made threats against Jeevan. And may we be 
faithful to bear their burden with them in prayer. 	
		        In Jesus’ name, Amen.



January 2026Prayer Diary
Colombia	 Pray for the safety and creativity of those working to get God’s Word into remote, dangerous areas.

Vietnam	 Tribal Christians are often denied social services and utilities. Pray that they will experience God’s provision.

Ethiopia	 Pray that Christians in Ethiopia will stand firm and proclaim the Gospel.

Afghanistan	 Pray that those sharing the Gospel in Afghanistan will see fruit from their work in the Muslim-majority nation.

Saudi Arabia	 Pray that God will provide more Christian workers to reach Saudis with the Gospel.

Benin	 Pray for Christians like Ariane, Marc, Aisosa, Renee and Rebecca, who escaped voodooism to follow Christ.

Niger	 Praise God that some evangelists continue to minister in remote areas, helping lead entire villages to Christ.

Somalia	 Pray for 19 Christian widows who survived an attack by the Islamist group al-Shabab.

Rwanda	 Pray that the government officials who monitor churches and ministries will hear the Gospel and come to faith in Christ.

Malawi	 Bibles are available but prohibitively expensive. Pray that greater supplies of Bibles will reach Christians in need.

Iraq	 Pray that Christians in Iraq will seize opportunities to minister to their Muslim neighbours.

Nepal	 Pray for Pastor Raj, who received death threats from the leader of a Hindu extremist group.

CAR*	 Use 2 Chronicles 20:12 as a guide to pray for Christians facing fear and uncertainty in the CAR.

Uzbekistan	 Pray for Christian leaders who recently received ministry training to encourage boldness.

Togo	 Pray for ethnic Fulani who come to faith in Christ. They are often strongly opposed by family and community.

Sierra Leone	 Pray that demonic secret societies will be exposed as powerless against the truth of Christ.

Tunisia	 It is now more difficult for Christians to worship together. Pray that God will provide places for them to meet.

Brunei	 Pray for strengthening of the Bruneian church, using Ephesians 3:16–19 as a guide.

Egypt	 Egypt has the largest population of Christians in the Middle East. Pray that they will be bold witnesses for Christ.

Mozambique	 Audio Bibles in local dialects are highly valued. Pray that every Believer in Mozambique will receive a Bible.

Chad	 Only 25% of Chadians are Christians. Pray for their bold witness to Muslim neighbours.

Eritrea	 Pray that Christians in Eritrea will have opportunities to worship and proclaim the Gospel.

Burkina Faso	 Pray for the protection and encouragement of Christians who have been driven from their homes by Islamists.

Iran	 Many Christians are in prison or under house arrest. Pray for their release and ministry.

Myanmar	 Pray for the wisdom and discernment of Front-Line Workers as they disciple a new generation of leaders.

Venezuela	 Ask the Lord to bless Front-Line Workers with joy and strength as they continue in ministry.

Mali	 Pray for pastors who were forced to leave after receiving death threats for sharing their faith.

Somalia	 There are no church buildings in Somalia. Pray that Somali Christians will have opportunities to gather for worship.

Uganda	 Pray that pastors and church members who have been attacked will experience God’s love and provision.

Mozambique	 Pray for those who rejected Islam and turned to Christ after witnessing Islamist atrocities.

Tanzania	 Pray for the protection and peace of Christians living on the island of Pemba, where Believers are frequently attacked.

*Central African Republic
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Banking details: Christian Mission International

Nedbank	 Standard Bank	 ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque)	 Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque)	 Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview)	 Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens)	 Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)
Ref: Your Name/Cell Number	 Ref: Your Name/Cell Number	 Ref: Your Name/Cell Number

Stand with Persecuted Christians

Serve persecuted Christians 
in hostile areas and restricted 
nations and be a voice for them. 
Your gift addresses all ministry 
needs, including the immediate 
needs of our persecuted 
brothers and sisters, while calling 
Christians around the world 
into closer fellowship with the 
persecuted and to a deeper 
commitment to Christ.

“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3

Helpful Prayer and Information Resource

Follow us:

Please consider a donation into any 
one of the following bank accounts:

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Tel: 010 777 0114 (8am-1pm) |  Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-5pm)
Email: cmi@vomsa.org/bianca@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | 
Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@vom_south_africa
Directors:  Mr A.B. Illman (Executive); Pastor R. Marsh; Mr R. Keir; Mr D. Kirton

© Permission to reprint any portion of this Magazine must be obtained from Christian Mission International.

Christian Mission International - The Voice of the Martyrs, South Africa.

www.persecutionsa.org

VOM AppVOM App

Download our FREE “VOM App” ON 
YOUR SMARTPHONE. 

Type in "Voice of the Martyrs" when searching 
or click on the appropriate Google Play or App 
Store icon.

Daily reminders to pray for the persecuted; 
research Hostile or Restricted countries and 
the work VOM are doing there; connect to 
VOMRadio plus much, much more.


