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“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3

Ukraine Aid Christians are fleeing Ukraine to seek help in Poland. Our Poland office is raising $120 000 to aid over the next 4 months.

If you would like to donate to the Ukrainian Christian Aid project, please use the following bank details and use the reference, Ukraine Aid.

NEDBANK Christian Mission International. Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview)
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Illegal Gospel

Teaching
the

A s 18-year-old Boupha led a 
group of children in games 
and a Bible story one Sunday 

morning in February 2020, her class 
was interrupted by the police. “The 
kids were shocked and afraid,” Boupha 
recalled. “I was also afraid because this 
had never happened before.” 

Although she had never had 
problems with the police, Boupha 
knew that Christians in Laos 
sometimes face persecution and that 
the country’s Communist government 
attempts to control Christian activity 
outside the government-approved 
church.

“In the past, I heard some people 
faced persecution as Christians,” 
Boupha said. “Even when my parents 
first accepted Christ, it was quite scary. 
I did not necessarily think it would 
happen to me personally, but it was in 
the back of my mind that those who 
follow Christ will face persecution.” 

Growing up, Boupha had heard 
conflicting opinions about Christians. 
While some said Christians were good 

enrolled in a VOM-supported training 
programme that provided materials 
and discipleship resources to help her 
lead children more effectively. After 
completing the training, she returned 
to her church to put into practice what 
she had learned in the programme. 
And about one year later, she received 
a visit from the police. 

Passionate Under Pressure
As Boupha and the children enjoyed 
their Sunday morning lesson, three 
police officers arrived and began 
asking questions. They wanted to 
know why she was teaching the 
children and where she got the 
materials. “Did you know that teaching 
these little kids here is against the 
law?” they asked threateningly.

Scared and shaken, Boupha started 
praying. “Lord, please help me,” she 
said. “Give me wisdom in this  
situation. Give me wisdom in 
answering whatever question they 
have.” She responded politely to the 
officers’ initial questions, and then 

people who did not cheat or lie, others 
claimed they were drug addicts with 
immoral lifestyles. Even after her 
parents became Christians, Boupha 
had little interest in learning about 
Christianity. But then a friend shared 
some biblical truths with her.

“My friend told me that God is good 
and He was the One who created 
me,” she said. “I asked myself, ‘Is this 
possible? Is this real?’” 

Boupha, who was 15 at the time, 
eventually began to attend church 
with her friend. When she observed 
Christians singing songs of praise, 
reading the Bible and worshiping 
joyfully, she yearned to know the God 
they followed. And after placing her 
faith in Christ, she immediately looked 
for ways to serve at church. 

“I wanted to serve the Lord in some 
way,” she said. “Serving the Lord is 
what touches my heart. I wanted to 
see the spiritual growth of the kids in 
my church to follow God’s way.”

Boupha soon began teaching 
Sunday School, and in 2019 she 



Seeing the urgent need to train the next 
generation of biblical disciples, Christians in 
Laos risk much to ground children in God’s 
Word.

they took her to the local police 
station for further questioning.

The officers repeated their questions 
about where she got her teaching 
materials and who was paying her to 
teach, and Boupha truthfully insisted 
that she was teaching voluntarily. 
When they questioned her about her 
Christian beliefs, she courageously 
shared the Gospel with them.

“How do you know that the God 
you believe in is the One who created 
everything?” the officers demanded.

“I passionately believe that God 
created everything because He made 
me,” she replied. “In the Bible, He says 
it clearly. The Bible states that God 
created the heavens and the earth and 
everything within it. What the eye can 
see and not see, He created all.”

The policemen asked no further 
questions, instead taking Boupha’s 
teaching materials. Seeing an 
opportunity, she encouraged the 
officers to study the materials 
themselves, hoping what they learned 
might lead them to faith in Christ. 

When the officers asked Boupha 
to promise that she would not teach 
from the materials anymore, she 

embarrassed. It made me stronger.”
Boupha knows that she may face 

more persecution in the future. 
“I am willing and open to accept 
persecution if it comes again,” she 
said. “It has taught me to keep my 
faith in the Lord, and that He is always 
with me. Jesus did everything for me. 
He did nothing wrong, yet He died 
for me on the cross. I will not back 
away from the Lord. The Lord would 
not leave me nor forsake me in any 
situation. I want to serve the Lord to 
the best of my abilities.”

After graduation, Boupha hopes 
to find a job that will enable her to 
support her parents and continue 
serving in her church. She hopes 
her story will be an encouragement 
to others experiencing difficult 
circumstances.

“When we face persecution or many 
problems in life, do not give up hope 
or be discouraged,” Boupha said. “Put 
your trust in Christ, and know that He 
will always be by your side and not 
abandon you. God will always be with 
you.” 

replied, “You took all the materials 
already, so there is no point to 
promise you if I will ever teach again.” 
Satisfied that she wouldn’t be able 
to continue teaching without her 
materials, the officers let her go. 

Humiliated for Christ
Boupha left the interrogation with a 
greater resolve to continue teaching 
children about Christ.

“After they took me to be 
interrogated, my faith became 
stronger,” she said. “It made me hold 
steadfast to the Lord. The police 
threatened that if I were to continue to 
teach, they would arrest me and put 
me in some unknown place. I would be 
willing to be arrested because it is my 
duty to teach the kids at church.” 

Today, Boupha continues to serve 
in her church, helping lead worship as 
well as youth Bible studies. She also 
works part-time while completing her 
education in accounting. Although 
she is judged and ridiculed by peers, 
she is unashamed of following Christ.

“To be humiliated for Jesus is a good 
thing,” she said. “The whole school 
would make fun of me, yet I was not 
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Foolish Endeavour
Vee and Sun’s 
“Do you not have eyes? I was very ill. I prayed, Christians came to pray for 
me, and I was healed. Of course I will go worship the One who healed me and 
fellowship with the Christians.”

Roommates Sun (on left) and 
Vee (on right) have supported one 
another since being rejected by  
their families for embracing Christ. 
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prayer. So after asking around for a 
while, she finally learned of a small 
group of Christians two hours away. 

“They prayed for me, and I was 
healed,” she said. “I wanted to believe 
this Jesus so much!” Vee committed 
her life to the Lord and began 
travelling every Sunday to worship 
with the other Christians.

Then villagers began to notice 
some changes in Vee. For one 
thing, she no longer contributed 
to or participated in the communal 
animistic rituals. Finally, a village 
leader confronted Vee at home 
with some pointed questions about 
her new friends and changed 
behaviour. “Who are those people?” 
he demanded. “They are not good 
people. Who told you to go believe 
this religion? Why do you not respect 
the spirits of our ancestors?”

“I do not care about the spirits of 
my ancestors,” Vee replied. “I was 
ill and sought out the Christians. I 
believe in Jesus, and I am so much 
better health-wise.”

Half-Dead No Longer
Someone else had noticed Vee’s new 
faith, too. Her neighbour, Sun, saw 
that Vee had gained a new sense 
of peace and joy, even though she 
was a poor widow. And Sun was 
desperate for peace and joy. She 
had been married seven times to 
different men who abused drugs 
and physically abused her, and her 
current husband was having an affair.

“My third husband almost killed 
me,” Sun said. “He was drunk one 
time and pointed a hunting rifle at 
me.” He fired the gun, grazing Sun 
and nearly hitting their child.

When Vee told Sun about the hope 
and healing she had found in Jesus 
Christ, Sun placed her faith in Him, 
too. And right away, she told her 
husband and children about her new 
faith.

“Before I was a Christian, I was so 
poor,” she said. “I was half-dead, 
hopeless and not knowing anything. 
Once I accepted Christ, I was full of 
joy — so much joy that I wanted to 
share this.”

Sun’s husband, however, was not 

After Vee became a Christian, 
everyone around her noticed her new 
sense of peace.

I f you heard Vee and Sun talking 
but could not see their faces, 
you might mistake them for two 

teenage girls. Their conversation 
is frequently punctuated by 
spontaneous laughter. But these 
ladies from the Khmu ethnic group 
in Laos have already lived long lives. 
“It is such a shame that we found 
Christ when we are old,” Vee said. 

Laotian villagers didn’t keep birth 
records when Vee was born, but she 
believes she is in her mid- to late 70s. 
Sun is younger, in her mid-50s, but 
she’s not sure either. “I know I’m not 
yet 60,” she said with a laugh. 

Vee, a widow, came to know Christ 
through the frustration of a long-
term illness. None of the traditional 
remedies, such as healers and 
prayers to ancestors, improved her 
health. And neither her adopted 
son nor her neighbours in Luang 
Prabang province tried to help or 
care for her.

Though she had been warned 
about Christians, Vee decided about 
five years ago that she had nothing 
to lose by turning to Christians for 
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him to get his mother to quit her 
“foreign” religion. His brutal tactics 
included beating his elderly mother. 
“One time, I was in the kitchen and he 
kicked me,” Vee said. “I hit the cement 
floor hard. It was my back; he kicked 
it like kicking a soccer ball. I felt I was 
going to die. I was in a lot of pain, and 
I was urinating blood.”

The authorities also confronted 
Sun. They told her that she was 
believing in a Western religion 
that was not for Lao people. “They 
threatened to arrest me,” she said. 
“They kept threatening me the 
whole time. I finally said, ‘Well, if 
you want to arrest me ... then go 
ahead.’” Ultimately, they told her if 
she continued to believe in Jesus she 
would have to leave the village. 

In 2020, Vee and Sun were 
summoned to the village office, 
where the district police were 
waiting to expel them from the 
village. “We are doing this so that 
you will be good people,” the village 
leaders told them.

With a peace that only God could 
give, Sun thought to herself, “They 
can say whatever they want. If I am to 
die, then I am willing to die.”

And Vee, with characteristic 
spunk, rebuffed the authorities. 
“Why do you keep bothering me 
about this?” she quipped. “Do 
you not have eyes? I was very ill. I 
prayed, Christians came to pray for 
me, and I was healed. Of course I will 
go worship the One who healed me 
and fellowship with the Christians.”

The authorities then told the two 
women to leave the village and take 
nothing with them. 

Vee and Sun left the village 

and went to their church, where 
a Christian leader took them into 
his home. Sun’s sister, Vanh, later 
joined them. “What they did to me 
was very harsh,” Sun said, “but I am 
not discouraged. I want to share 
Jesus with others. Having faced 
the experience of persecution 
encourages me to worship more 
with other Believers.”

“It made me stronger,” Vee added. 

Facing Persecution Head-On 
Vee and Sun are uncertain about 
what comes next for them. With 
no access to their fields, they are 
dependent on others for food. 
But even amid their unsettled 
circumstances, they continue to 
add to their number — and God’s 
kingdom — by sharing the Gospel 
with those around them. 

Both women have made peace 
with those who have wronged 
them, including sons, husbands, 
neighbours and village leaders. 
“Honestly, we do not think much 
about what they did to us,” Sun said. 
“I never think of holding any hatred 
or grudges toward them.”

“God made us not have any 
hatred toward them,” Vee said in 
agreement.

When a Front-Line Worker told the 
women that their story would be 
shared with other Christians around 
the world and that those Christians 
would be praying for them, Vee said, 
“I want to know the people’s names 
who pray for us. I want to also pray 
for them. I want them to be blessed 
by the Lord.”

“We both think that we may face 
persecution again,” Sun said. “If it 
comes, we will face it head-on.” She 
and Vee laughed again, resting in 
the assurance that the Lord is with 
them in their “foolish” endeavour of 
following Him. 

pleased by her news. He told her 
that accepting Christ was against 
common sense and that Christians 
were worse than drug addicts. Then 
he moved out. 

Vee shared her faith with everyone 
she met, explaining that her former 
way of life had kept her as a slave to 
the spirits, who never give anything. 
And Sun also enthusiastically 
embraced faith in Christ, even 
walking two hours to another village 
to share the Gospel. 

One day a neighbour woman, 
who had repeatedly refused the 
Gospel message despite Sun’s many 
efforts, told Sun that she had a life-
threatening illness. “I am not a very 
talkative person,” Sun said. “I am not 
a smart person, nor do I know how to 
read well. Yet I told her two phrases. 
She felt comforted and came back to 
see me again.” The woman came to 
faith in Christ, and she later told Sun 
that she believed the evil spirits had 
left her when Sun prayed for her.

The “Christian Problem”
As Vee and Sun continued to tell 
others how they had come to 
know Christ, village leaders grew 
concerned that more people in the 
village might become Christians. 
After decades of Communist rule, 
equality is highly valued in Laotian 
villages, where typically several 
thousand people live under the 
authority of a village committee. 
And since Vee’s and Sun’s faith in 
Christ threatened the community’s 
sense of harmony and created fear of 
retribution from the spirit gods they 
worshiped, village leaders decided it 
was time to do something about the 
“Christian problem.”

“They threatened us and told us if 
we keep going this way, we would 
go nowhere economically,” Sun said. 
“I didn’t care.”

When authorities couldn’t compel 
Vee to give up her new religion, they 
turned to her adopted son, ordering 

“If persecution 
comes, we will face 

it head-on.”
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ETHIOPIA: Advancing the Gospel After 
Great Loss

As the eldest of four siblings, Mariam began caring for her 
aging parents when she was just a teenager. And after 
becoming a Christian at a young age, she led her entire family 
to Christ. Now in her early 30s, Mariam owns a boutique in 
Shashamene, where she sells clothes to support her parents 
and younger siblings.

In 2020, her boutique and many other Christian businesses 
were destroyed in ethnically and religiously motivated violence 
that erupted in parts of southern Ethiopia. But despite losing 
her livelihood, Mariam remained firm in her faith. “Even though 
I lost all my possessions, I became stronger in my faith,” she said. 
“I do not know how that happened. What people did, drew me 
closer to God. My prayer life became stronger.”

With VOM’s support, Mariam has rebuilt her business. “It was 
the support I got that allowed me to start this business again,” 
she said. And the restoration of what she had lost has given her 
an opportunity to share the Gospel with her community. “When 
they saw Mariam restarting her business, they asked her, ‘Who 
helped you like this?’” a Front-Line Worker said. “She answers, 
‘God is my supporter.’ This gave Mariam an opportunity to 
witness to people about the love, kindness and help of God.”

NEPAL: Sold into Slavery, Redeemed 
by Christ

Soni Koirala was sold into slavery by her own aunt when she 
was 17 years old. Born into a poor family, Soni could not afford 
a good education. So when her aunt promised to provide a 
good job for her, Soni travelled to India with her aunt to pursue 
the opportunity. For the next 30 years, she was enslaved in 
prostitution.

“I lived a life like in hell,” said Soni, now 48. “I tried to escape 
from there many times. I cried a lot, but there was no one to 
listen to my cry. I gave up hope.”

Then, a Christian woman met Soni and helped her return to 
Nepal. The woman also shared the Gospel with her.

“She shared the love of Jesus with me,” Soni recalled. “I hated 
myself, thinking that there is no one who loves me, a prostitute. 
But when I heard that Jesus loves and died for me, I got new 
hope in Jesus.”

Soni placed her faith in Christ and returned to her family 
after many years away. But because of her past and her new 
faith in Christ, her family rejected her. They even assaulted 
her, causing her to fall and break her leg. And they told her 
she could stay with them only if she gave up her faith in Christ. 
Clinging to her hope in Christ, Soni chose to leave her family, 
returning to the Christian woman who had first shared the 
Gospel with her. 

The Christian connected her with a pastor, who in turn 
provided her a place to stay. Since hearing about Soni’s 
situation, VOM has provided basic necessities for her as  
she heals from her injury. 

“Please pray that my family may one day come to the saving 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,” Soni said. “Jesus died not 
only for me but also for them.” 

Soni’s difficult life became even harder when her family assaulted her for 
turning to faith in Christ.

Mariam rebuilt her business with help from her brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

FROM THE FIELD
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Monthly Debit Order FACILITY IS AVAILABLE!

Many of our readers graciously and lovingly are depositing their financial gifts into one of our bank accounts. To make this more
 streamlined, we have introduced a debit-order option if you would like to give on a more regular basis.

If you want to donate via debit-order, please print out and complete the form below, and email it directly to bianca@vomsa.org

The debit-order can be cancelled at anytime by WRITTEN NOTICE via email on bianca@vomsa.org

DEBIT ORDER MANDATE FOR Christian Mission International (CMI) 

 

I hereby authorise you, <Christian Mission International> (the “beneficiary”), through Transaction Capital 
Payment Solutions (the “Collecting Party”), to issue and deliver payment instructions to my banker for collection 
against my abovementioned account at my abovementioned bank as long as the sum of such payment 
instructions will not differ from my obligations as agreed to in the agreement. 

I agree that the first payment instruction will be issued and delivered on _________________ for the amount of  

R ____________(monthly donation amount).  

If the date of the payment instruction falls on weekend or public holiday, I agree that the payment instruction 
may be debited against my account on the next business day. In the event, that there are insufficient funds 
available to honour the payment, I agree that a double debit may be processed on my account in the next month.  

Subsequent payment instructions will continue to be delivered in terms of this authority until the obligations in 
terms of this agreement have been paid or until this authority is cancelled by me by giving you notice in writing 
of not less than 30 days notice. 

I acknowledge that all payment instructions issued by you will be treated by my abovementioned bank as if the 
instructions had been issued by me personally. 

I also acknowledge that this debit order mandate will be transmitted electronically to the Collecting Party and by 
this transmission the mandate authority is approved.   
 

Signed at ___________________________ (place) on _________________________________ (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 

Signature (s) as used for operating the bank account ______________________________________________ 

Please email this completed form to bianca@vomsa.org 

Christian Mission International, P.O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill 1417. Tel: 076 022 3336 (Office Cellphone) 

Office Sec. Bianca Slabber • email: bianca@vomsa.org • Executive Director: Mr A. B Illman • email: cmi@vomsa.org • Cell: 083 457 4164.  

Name of Account Holder:  
 

Address: 
 
 
 

 
 

Bank Account Details: 
Bank Name 

 

Branch Name 
 

 

Branch Number 
 

 

Bank Account Number 
 

 

Type of Account       Current/Cheque              Savings           Transmission    
 

Preferred Debit Date: 
 

1st             15th              20th             25th             Last day of month 

Name of Beneficiary: 
 

Christian Mission International 

Cell Number: 
 

 

Telephone Number: 
 

 



March/April 2022Prayer Diary
MARCH

20 IRAN Pray that new Farsi resources will reach children.

21 SAUDI ARABIA Pray for Christian women who often must worship in isolation and secrecy.

22 SOMALIA Pray for media ministries reaching Somali people around the world.

23 DJIBOUTI Pray for unity among Front-Line Workers in the country.

24 TANZANIA Pray for pastors on Mafia Island who have been forced to move or had homes destroyed. 

25 BANGLADESH Pray for teams working to plant house-churches in Dhaka.

26 SUDAN Pray that Christian converts from Islam will have peace with their families and communities.

27 LAOS Pray for the 200 ethnic subgroups in Laos.

28 EGYPT Pray that Egyptian Believers will forgive and bless their persecutors. 

29 LEBANON Pray that churches become more united and cooperative for the sake of the Gospel. 

30 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES Pray that Christian media will become more effective through use of the internet and satellite TV.

31 ETHIOPIA Pray for members of churches that have been destroyed.

APRIL

1 IRAN Pray for the safety of underground printers involved in the production of Farsi Bibles.

2 CHINA Pray that Christians will remain faithful to Christ under all circumstances. 

3 ALGERIA Pray for Christians who suffer at the hands of their unbelieving families.

4 PAKISTAN Pray for impoverished Believers and for those imprisoned for their faith.

5 COLOMBIA Pray that families of martyrs will remain faithful and continue to heal emotionally and spiritually.

6 KAZAKHSTAN Pray for Pastor Zhetis and his family who are continually threatened by local authorities.

7 COMOROS Pray for Bible translations in Comorian dialects.

8 ISRAEL Pray for Christian families in the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip who face continual pressure.

9 AFGHANISTAN Pray for Front-Line Workers involved in evangelism, discipleship and house-churches.

10 KUWAIT Pray that persecuted Believers who fled the country will be able to visit their families.

11 PHILIPPINES Pray for Front-Line Workers Ruth and Mary, beginning work in a new community among the 

  Maguindanao people.

12 NIGERIA Pray that more Fulani will come to Christ through a new outreach in northeastern Nigeria. 

13 UGANDA Pray for the courage and stability of Molly and Shanita, whose mother was killed for her faith.

14 INDIA Pray for Christian organizations, as many are being shut down by new government regulations.

15 TANZANIA Pray for Christian converts from Islam who suffer greatly at the hands of family members.

16 CAMEROON Pray that church leaders will lead God’s people biblically in love and wisdom.
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www.persecutionsa.org/donate

Subscribe to our FREE monthly Newsletter. Go to www.persecutionsa.org

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:
Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Tel: 010 777 0114 (8am-1pm) |  Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-5pm)
 E-pos: cmi@vomsa.org or bianca@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@cmi - vomsa

Directors:  Mr A.B. Illman (Executive); Pastor R. Marsh; Mr R. Keir; 
Pastor J. Tucker; Mr D. Kirton; Mr C. Hutchinson

© Permission to reprint any portion of this newsletter must be obtained from Christian Mission International.


