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IBRAHIM
A Somali Christian perseveres through 
persecution to plant 23 churches
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Ibrahim wasn’t even supposed to be 
there the day the Gospel spark was 
lit in his heart. He was a proud Somali 

and a devout Muslim, so why would 
he be interested in hearing a Christian 
missionary speak?

And he wasn’t … at least not at first. As 
a policeman in Mombasa, Kenya, Ibrahim 
was assigned to observe a large crowd 
that had gathered for an evangelistic 
outreach. His commanding officer was 
concerned that the event could become 
unruly or even become the target of an 
attack, and he needed officers there to 
keep an eye on things.

And so Ibrahim was there that day in the 
mid-1960s when the missionary stepped 
forward, took the microphone and opened 
his Bible to Exodus 14. He can still hear 
the passion in the missionary’s voice more 
than five decades later, but it was what 
the missionary read that day that held 
his attention — the story of the Israelites 
fleeing from Egypt. 

Ibrahim mistakenly thought the 
missionary was reading from the Quran, 
which includes its own version of the 
Exodus story. And he couldn’t understand 
why a Christian was reading and 
preaching out of the Muslim holy book. “Is 
this speaker a Muslim or a Christian?” he 
wondered.

Ibrahim’s curiosity about the 
missionary’s sermon and its source led him 
to visit a church not far from the police 
encampment where he slept each night. 
And one day shortly after hearing the 
missionary speak, he arranged to meet the 
church’s pastor.

“Why was your missionary speaking out 
of the Quran?” he asked bluntly.

After some initial confusion, the pastor 
understood that Ibrahim was referring to 
the Book of Exodus. They talked for a while 
longer, and before parting the pastor gave 

the curious Muslim policeman his own 
copy of the Bible. Thus began Ibrahim’s 
transformation from Muslim to follower of 
Isa al Masih (Jesus the Messiah) and from 
policeman to pastor.

“Even now,” he says, “I feel the way I felt 
that day I heard the missionary.” And over 
time, the spark in Ibrahim’s heart became 
a burning light for Christ among ethnic 
Somalis in two nations.

Early Life
Ibrahim was born in the city of Wajir, in 
Kenya, which at the time was still an East 
African outpost of the British Empire. His 
family were members of an influential 
and powerful Somali clan called the 
Ogaden, who lived in Somalia, Kenya and 
Ethiopia.

Because his father died when he was 
only 4 years old, Ibrahim was raised 
primarily by his mother, with help from 
relatives and members of the Ogaden 
clan. Like all male members of the clan, he 
was raised not only to be a good Muslim 

but also to be a Muslim leader. And by 
his mid-teens, he was a devout Muslim 
who had attended a madrassa (Islamic 
religious school) and read through the 
Quran twice. He was also a budding 
entrepreneur who would soon be able 
to support himself with a small herd of 
goats.

But conflict arose when some cousins 
began urging him to move to Ethiopia 
to live with other members of the clan. 
Ibrahim refused to leave, believing 
his cousins were trying to get him out 
of the way to steal his goats, and the 
disagreement became so intense that his 
grandfather threatened to kill him if he 
didn’t leave.

Finally, Ibrahim’s mother persuaded him 
to leave without his savings account — his 
treasured goats. He walked away from his 
home with only the clothes on his back and 
a fierce anger toward his relatives.

With no savings and few prospects, 
Ibrahim enrolled in a Quranic school with 
the goal of becoming an imam. But at the 
end of his two-year training programme, 
he instead chose to become a door-to-
door Islamic evangelist, aggressively 
spreading the message of Mohammed.

Ibrahim’s plans were interrupted, 
however, when Kenya Colony’s British 
rulers drafted him and hundreds of others 
into the army. The world was mired in 
the chaos of World War II, and the British 
needed more fighters.

Although the British at first separated 
conscripts by religion, over the nine 
months of military training they eventually 
began to combine the troops. For the 
first time in his life, Ibrahim was in close 
quarters with non-Muslims, including 
Christians. Over time, he came to accept 
them as friends and brothers-in-arms, even 
eating from the same plates with them — 
something unthinkable for most devout 

“I Must Continue 
Preaching”

How one of the first ethnic-Somali Christians in Kenya 
persevered through decades of persecution to plant 23 churches.

    Ibrahim, left, also founded a children’s 
home to serve parentless children in 
central Kenya. 
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Muslims. It was the first time Ibrahim had 
accepted the idea that a non-Muslim 
could be a good person.

As Ibrahim’s unit prepared to board 
ships bound for combat, reports arrived 
that the Americans had dropped atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
war ended before Ibrahim and his Kenyan 
compatriots could enter the battle.

When Ibrahim returned home, the 
provincial commissioner selected some 
soldiers to serve in the police force. And 
Ibrahim was one of 50 ethnic Somalis 
selected and trained to be policemen.

Which Came First?
After hearing the missionary speak at 
the evangelistic outreach and learning 
that the Quran includes stories found in 
the Bible, Ibrahim was compelled to dig 
deeper. Which, he wondered, came first?

If a story appears in both the Quran 
and the Bible, Ibrahim reasoned, the 
first telling of the story should be more 
accurate, especially if the second were 
written hundreds of years later. After 
further study, he learned that the story 
of the Exodus in the Bible is the earlier 
version and is attributed to Moses, an 
eyewitness to the amazing events.

Ibrahim then noticed that although 
the Quran talks about Jesus (Isa), the 

Bible paints a much fuller picture of the 
God-man in books written by those who 
walked and talked with Him, witnessing 
His miracles firsthand. 

Shortly after receiving his first Bible 
from the pastor, Ibrahim left the police 
force and took a bookkeeping job in 
Nairobi, Kenya’s capital. When he made 
the move, he says, he was “in between” 
faiths. The crumbling foundation of Islam 
had become apparent; he no longer 
recognized the authority of the Quran 
or the veracity of Mohammed as Allah’s 
prophet. “All the Quran is modified from 
the Bible,” Ibrahim says, recalling his 
discovery.

At the time, though, he wasn’t quite 
ready to accept that Jesus is the Son 
of God. He could not yet commit to 
following Christ or turning his back on 
the strong religious ties of his family, 
clan and culture. He was still seeking and 
searching.

One of Ibrahim’s coworkers, an 
accountant named Mr. Karanja, was a 
Christian and an assistant pastor at a 
local church. When he realized Ibrahim 
was seeking answers, Mr. Karanja 
reached out to him and began studying 
the Bible with him each day. He patiently 
listened to Ibrahim’s many questions and 
pointed him to answers in the Scriptures. 
Eventually, Ibrahim went to church with 
Mr. Karanja, and they prayed together as 
Ibrahim placed his faith in Jesus Christ. 

Although Ibrahim’s father had died 
when he was young and his earthly 

family had disowned him and even 
threatened to kill him, his spiritual rebirth 
gave him a new Father and a new family. 
“When my own family disowned me, I 
was young,” he says. “That bitterness 
grew on me. When I came to Christ, I had 
a Father who knew. He cleansed me from 
the bitterness and rejection that I had, 
because He replaced fatherhood for me.”

In 1972, Ibrahim was baptized — the 
first time — in a church in Wajir, where 
he was born. People in Wajir, located 
in the northeastern part of Kenya near 
the Somali border, are primarily ethnic 
Somalis with a strong cultural identity 
as Muslims. Ibrahim was one of the first 
ethnic Somalis in Kenya, possibly the very 
first, to profess faith in Christ.

The response to Ibrahim’s conversion 
and obedient act of baptism was swift 
and almost entirely negative. His wife, 
Habiba, cried every time she saw him for 
a year, and Habiba’s friends encouraged 
her to leave her “infidel” husband. For a 
time, she took their advice and returned 
to her father’s house, refusing to live 
under the same roof with Ibrahim.

In addition, leaders of the Ogaden clan 
voiced a loud protest: “No one in our clan 
has done this before!” they reminded 
Ibrahim. Four assistant chiefs then met 
with him, trying to persuade him to 
return to Islam. And the clan chief even 
offered Ibrahim 400 cows, 200 camels, 
large amounts of land and his daughter 
in marriage if only he would renounce 
Christ and return to Islam.

Ibrahim refused. “I have never seen 
faith that is bought,” he told them.

Since earthly enticements couldn’t 
draw him away from Christ, they moved 
on to theological arguments and, later, 
physical threats. “If I hear you are still a 
Christian,” the Ogaden chief told him, 
“you’ll be like a fly — you’ll be swatted.”

But no matter the pressure, Ibrahim 
wouldn’t back down. “Kill me today, 
then,” he challenged.

    Ibrahim was one of countless Africans 
trained to join the British war effort during 
World War II. The war ended as Ibrahim 
was waiting to board a ship bound for 
the front.

 The Bible changed Ibrahim’s life, so 
he committed himself to providing 

God’s Word to as many Somalis as 
possible.
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Instead of cowering in fear, he decided 
to be baptized again. He wanted there to 
be no question that he had rejected Islam 
and was now a fully committed follower 
of Christ. 

“I wanted them to know for sure that I 
was a Christian,” he says. In order to make 
his baptism as public as possible, Ibrahim 
personally invited many members of 
the clan, including 20 Muslim sheikhs, to 
witness the event.

Before the baptism, he wrote a letter 
to the local police, asking for their 
protection and providing information 
in case he was murdered. “If anything 
happens to me, my chief and my clan 
have eliminated me,” he told them.

Choosing to be re-baptized in a 
blatantly public way was a courageous 
statement of faith to the community, and 
it wasn’t Ibrahim’s last bold stand — in 
words or actions — for Jesus Christ. 
But Ibrahim also had a backup plan. He 
went to his second baptism with his old 
policeman’s pistol strapped to his side in 
case the sheikhs decided to immediately 
punish his apostasy! Thankfully, the pistol 
wasn’t needed that day.

Faith in Christ didn’t mean he was 
incapable of sin, and Ibrahim admits that 
at times some of his old characteristics 
showed themselves. When God opened 
the door for Ibrahim to attend Bible 
school, he told Habiba to pack up and get 
ready to move with him, threatening to kill 
her if she refused. Under the threat, she 
agreed to go with him.

Bible Smuggling by Camel
While attending Bible school, Ibrahim 
got his first taste of ministry and the 
high cost of sharing the Gospel among 
Muslim Somalis.

In his earliest attempts at 
evangelization, Ibrahim and 
some classmates drove through 
neighbourhoods while he preached 
through loudspeakers mounted on the 
roof of the car. Preaching about Jesus in 
the Somali language was an attention-
getter, in both positive and negative ways. 
Most ethnic Somalis had never heard the 
Gospel in their own language, much less 
from a fellow Somali.

For some, it created curiosity: “I 
thought all Somalis were Muslims. Why 
is this Somali talking about Jesus and the 
Bible?” But for others, it created outrage: 
“If this man is really Somali, then he is an 
apostate. And apostates deserve death.” 

Angry Muslims often threw rocks at their 
car and sometimes even dragged the 
evangelists out of the car and beat them. 
They were targets of gunfire on more 
than one occasion, and eventually their 
vehicle was completely destroyed by a 
mob opposed to their evangelical work 
in the area.

Despite the opposition, Ibrahim wasn’t 
content to share the Gospel only with 
Somalis in Kenya; he longed to reach 
across the border and tell even more 
Somalis about the saving grace of God. 
Because members of Ibrahim’s clan 
lived on both sides of the border, he was 
able to cross back and forth easily. He 
knew the Bible had changed his life, so 
he began to smuggle Bibles across the 
border in hope that it would have the 
same effect on many more Somalis. 

He carefully packed New Testaments 
into white milk cans, strapped the cans 
and other goods onto the back of a camel 
and headed out for a seven-day ride 
(one way) from his home in Kenya across 
the border into Somalia. He made the 
trip four times a year, carrying 50 New 
Testaments on each journey.

Because the Bibles were so desperately 
needed and dangerous, they were 
disassembled and distributed one page 

at a time upon arrival in Somalia. Simply 
being caught with a Bible could result in a 
death sentence.

Ibrahim was attacked by rock-throwing 
Muslims on several occasions during his 
smuggling work, and on one occasion he 
was arrested and detained for four days 
before being released and sent home. He 
could see, however, that even suffering 
persecution served God’s purposes. One 
man who led a stoning attack on Ibrahim 
eventually came to faith in Christ and 
later humbly apologized for his actions.

The Most Painful Persecution 
It’s one thing for a government, your clan 
or strangers to oppose you because of 
your faith in Christ. But it is much more 
difficult and hurtful when the persecution 
comes from your own family members. 
The most painful persecution Ibrahim has 
faced came from those living under his 
own roof.

“The biggest persecution I felt was 

    After coming to know Christ, Ibrahim 
made numerous trips into Somalia, hiding 
New Testaments in milk cans that he loaded 
on the backs of camels. Camels are still used 
to transport and distribute Bibles in parts of 
Kenya today.
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when they took my wife,” he recalls. “The 
clan members took my wife … from me 
forcefully because I became a Christian.” 
While Ibrahim’s wife didn’t necessarily 
want to leave him, she couldn’t oppose 
her relatives’ desire to punish her 
“infidel” husband.

For about three years, Ibrahim’s wife 
and children lived at the Saudi Arabian 
embassy in Nairobi as “guests” of the 
Saudi ambassador, who saw the spread 
and protection of Islam as a significant 
part of his duties. He was more than 
happy to use the resources of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to punish an 
infidel who had turned his back on Islam.

Ibrahim was forcibly separated from 
his wife for a total of 11 years after he 
came to know Jesus Christ. In fact, his 
wife was living with relatives when she 
died. They held a memorial and buried 
her body before even informing him 
that his wife of more than 60 years had 
passed away.

During the long years of separation and 
discouragement, Ibrahim had two sources 
of comfort: God’s Word and Christ’s body, 
the church. “When I was in that state, it 
was so painful,” he says. “Sometimes it 
became unbearable. The church members 
would come and encourage me, pray with 

me. Whenever I was in pain … I constantly 
read the Word, which reminded me that 
patience will pay.”

One passage Ibrahim returned to 
again and again was Psalm 5, which 
speaks of God’s care for His children as 
well as His punishment of those who 
abuse them: “Give ear to my words, O 
LORD, consider my meditation. Hearken 
unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my 
God: for unto thee will I pray ... The foolish 
shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest 
all workers of iniquity. Thou shalt destroy 
them that speak leasing: the LORD will 
abhor the bloody and deceitful man ... 
But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because 
thou defendest them: let them also that 
love thy name be joyful in thee. For thou, 
LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour 
wilt thou compass him as with a shield”. 

Shared from Bible App. Click here to 
DownloadAnother favorite passage was 
the parable of the talents in Matthew 
25. Each time he read the story, he was 
reminded to always remain faithful. 
“My faith is what strengthened me,” he 
says. “If I didn’t have strong faith I would 
have backslidden, but that’s been my 
encouragement.”

And Ibrahim says he has always drawn 

encouragement from Biblical heroes of 
the faith. “Even Paul … they stoned him,” 
he says. “Those who believed ahead of 
me, most of them suffered the same 
and even worse persecution. Stephen 
was killed because of his testimony. I 
realized I would have to go through the 
same path they suffered. Even Peter was 
imprisoned, and the doors of his cell 
were opened.” 

The Work of the Harvest 
Ibrahim’s ministry work has never been 
stopped by pressure or persecution, 
even in his early days as a follower of 
Christ. From preaching the Gospel over 
loudspeakers during Bible school to 
smuggling Bibles into Somalia by camel, 
his passion for sharing the Gospel — 
especially with ethnic Somalis — has 
never waned. Today, northern Kenya is 
dotted with living memorials to his work; 
Ibrahim has planted 23 churches over the 
course of his ministry.

    A group of Christian men stand in front 
of one of the 23 churches Ibrahim planted 
in Kenya. Ibrahim continues to mentor and 
encourage  pastors and evangelists who 
reach out to ethnic Somalis.
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Through much persecution, 
Ibrahim was encouraged and 
strengthened by God’s Word and the 
body of Christ.

When he speaks to Muslims, Ibrahim 
begins by laying out his Islamic credentials, 
just as Paul announced his Hebrew 
heritage and training to the church at 
Philippi (Philippians 3:4–6). Once Ibrahim 
has established his credibility as 
someone who trained to be an imam and 
studied the Quran extensively, he turns 
the conversation toward Jesus Christ.

While most Somalis identify as 
Muslims, Ibrahim says many have little 
understanding of even the most basic 
tenets of Islam. After all, the Quran is 
written in Arabic, a language that many 
Somalis don’t speak or cannot read. He 
says he can often tell that listeners are 
understanding his message and may 
even be open to accepting Christ, but are 
afraid of persecution. Still, some do place 
their faith in Christ and boldly profess 
their faith.

But that boldness comes at a cost. In 
1974, radical Muslims reacted violently to 
rapid church growth in Wajir, killing 14 
new Somali Believers in the streets and 
burning a local church building to the 
ground. All of the missionaries left the 
area after receiving notes saying they 
and their families would be killed if they 
stayed in the city. And although it was 
his home, Ibrahim was never again able 
to live in Wajir full-time.

Over the years, Ibrahim has been shot, 
stoned and arrested twice. He has shared 
the Gospel from the bed of a truck, from 
the pulpit of numerous churches, at large 
outdoor gatherings and in one-on-one 
conversations. He has watched authorities 
and extremists cancel or shut down his 
evangelistic meetings. And the last time he 
was pelted with stones was just five years 
ago — long after his 80th birthday!

“If you volunteer to be a good steward 
of the Word of God, you will go through 
several problems, challenges, even 
through fire,” he says matter-of-factly.

Ibrahim views his suffering not as 
extraordinary but merely as the expected 
consequence of following Christ. When 
a visitor suggested that Ibrahim had 
experienced a lot of suffering during his 
Christian walk, he quickly replied, “Not 
nearly enough compared with Christ’s 
suffering for me.”

Advancing age and health issues 
have slowed Ibrahim’s ministry work in 
recent years, but he is still committed 
to sharing the Gospel and to inspiring 
and empowering the next generation 
of Somali Christians and church leaders. 
Many pastors view Ibrahim as a hero 
of the faith and a mentor, regularly 
seeking his counsel. And he is sometimes 
invited to speak at Bible colleges, where 
he spends several days pouring godly 
wisdom into developing leaders of the 
Kenyan church and evangelists who 
share Christ with Muslims.

Ethnic Somalis in Kenya who come to 
Christ today still face many difficulties 
and trials. While the Kenyan government 
promises freedom of religion, family 
members and clan leaders can and do 
persecute those who leave Islam to 
follow Christ. Because of the long road 
of suffering Ibrahim has walked, he is 
well qualified to mentor, encourage and 
prepare new Believers, but his ministry 
work is at times painful.

One young evangelist Ibrahim 
mentored and encouraged was an 
extended family member named 
Abdiwelli, also called Abdi. Abdi had a 
powerful ministry reaching Muslims for 
Christ … until he was gunned down in 
Garissa, Kenya, in 2013. “He was my son in 
the faith,” Ibrahim says, proudly holding a 
picture of the two men together.

Ibrahim’s church denomination specifies 
a retirement age for ministers, an age he 
passed long ago. As long as God gives 
him strength, Ibrahim says he will not quit 
sharing the Gospel. “I cannot retire from 
the work of God,” he says.

It has been more than 50 years since 
the Gospel spark was lit in his heart by the 
work of the Holy Spirit and a missionary 
whose name he never knew. Yet Ibrahim 
remains as ready to preach and to share 
as he has ever been. And he is still ready 
to risk everything for the sake of seeing 
Somalis receive the salvation gained 
through faith in Christ alone.

“I’m still carrying my Bible,” he says 
with a smile. “I must continue preaching.” 
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      This young pastor goes house to 
house and farm to farm sharing the 
Gospel with ethnic Somalis in Kenya. 

Mighty God,

 Remove the scales from the eyes of those blinded by the lies of Islam. Help Somali 

Muslims around the world see that You are the one true God. Draw them to Yourself 

through faith in Your Son, Jesus Christ, satisfying the emptiness in their lives. 

 As my Somali Christian family members experience rejection, harassment and 

beatings, give them the ability to endure all things for Your glory. Though they are 

opposed and persecuted, I praise You that they are not defeated!

 Today, I boldly join Your mission like never before. I, too, am willing to lose my life for 

Your sake.
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September/October 2021Prayer Diary
SEPTEMBER

19 TUNISIA Pray for the protection of Tunisian Believers. 

20 INDONESIA Pray that Christians in Indonesia will be salt and light to their Muslim neighbours.

21 CHINA Pray for unity among Christians throughout China.

22 MYANMAR Pray for pastors and Believers in the Wa region facing increased persecution and imprisonment.

23 NEPAL Pray for those ministering in remote areas of northern Nepal.

24 ERITREA Pray for underground church leaders inside Eritrea.

25 MEXICO Pray that Believers who have been kicked out of their communities will remain strong in faith.

26 PHILIPPINES Pray for the boldness of Front-Line Workers sharing with Muslims and communist groups.

27 TAJIKISTAN Pray for Tamara, whose husband was killed for being a pastor.

28 TURKEY Pray that God will expand His kingdom among the millions of Arab and Persian refugees living in Turkey.

29 UNITED ARAB Pray for Hanifa who was ostracized by her family but actively shares the Gospel with women.

 EMIRATES

30 ISRAEL Pray that those persecuting Jewish Christians will come to know Jesus.

OCTOBER

1 QATAR Pray for good opportunities to share the Gospel with locals.

2 KENYA Pray for the continued boldness of churches in north-eastern Kenya as they face Islamist attacks.

3 INDIA Pray for the many widows whose husbands were martyred for Christ.

4 MALAYSIA Pray that Christian converts from Islam will find fellowship with other Believers.

5 BAHRAIN Pray that those distributing Bibles will be led to seekers.

6 SYRIA Pray for internally displaced Christians in Aleppo and throughout north-western Syria.

7 UZBEKISTAN Pray for the protection of Christian doctors and nurses.

8 JORDAN Pray for Brother “M” whose wife left him after he became a Believer.

9 BHUTAN Pray for successful Bible distribution work in the country.

10 COLOMBIA Pray that God will restore widows and orphans physically and mentally.

11 MEXICO Pray for Bible distributions to persecuted Christians among the Tzeltal people in Chiapas.

12 CUBA Pray for the encouragement and wisdom of Christian pastors.

13 KUWAIT Pray that Kuwaitis will respond to the Gospel as proclaimed on satellite channels, radio and the internet.

14 BANGLADESH Pray for Joban who lost his house and land when he became a Christian.

15 ETHIOPIA Pray for Orthodox priests and Believers who face severe persecution for following Christ over church authority.

16 CENTRAL AFRICAN Pray that Christians in remote areas will have access to Bibles.
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