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“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3

Ukraine Aid Christians are fleeing Ukraine to seek help in Poland. Our Poland office is raising $120 000 to aid over the next 4 months.

If you would like to donate to the Ukrainian Christian Aid project, please use the following bank details and use the reference, Ukraine Aid.

NEDBANK Christian Mission International. Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview)



W hen Abdou and his wife, 
Halima, heard that Islamic 
extremists had crossed 

from Mali into Niger and killed 
numerous Christians, some of whom 
were wearing cross necklaces, Abdou 
decided to prepare for a possible 
attack on their village.

First, he fastened his own cross 
necklace around his neck to show 
his devotion to Jesus Christ. But 
when one of his seven daughters 
noticed Abdou’s bold display of the 
cross, she grew concerned. “Why are 
you continuing to wear this cross?” 
13-year-old Salome asked him.

“If I have to die,” he replied, “I want 
to die with a cross hanging from 
my neck.” Three days later, on the 
final day of Ramadan in 2021, the 
extremists entered their village. 

Out in the Open
On the morning of 12 May, just after 
Abdou and Halima had finished 
praying and were getting ready 
for the day, 18 men on motorcycles 
rode into their quiet village and 
surrounded the church next to their 
home. 

Halima ran outside just in time to 
see armed men entering the church 
building. The extremists threw all 
the Bibles, hymnals and crosses in a 
pile outside the church and set them 
on fire before leaving to hunt down 
local Christians. About 40 Christian 
families and 140 Muslim families from 
the Songhai people group lived in the 
village.

The attack on Abdou and Halima’s 
village is part of a growing trend. 
Although Niger’s small Christian 
population enjoys the freedom to 
follow Christ in their predominantly 
Islamic nation, Muslim extremists 
from Mali, Burkina Faso and Nigeria 
are crossing into Niger and other 
neighbouring countries to attack 
Christians.

The extremist groups, often linked 
to the self-proclaimed Islamic State 
(ISIS) and Al-Qaida, have also killed or 
kidnapped hundreds of community 
leaders, regardless of religion. Their 
goal is to establish Islamist control 
amid the disorder they’ve created. 

After the attack began on Abdou’s 
village, he looked out the window and 
saw the extremists approaching his 

neighbour’s house. Wearing his cross 
necklace and a traditional African 
garment with his church’s logo on the 
front and a large cross on the back, 
he left his home to help his Christian 
friend. His progress was slowed, 
however, by the crutches he used for a 
walking impairment.

As Halima started to run toward her 
husband to help him, an extremist 
approached Abdou. The man kicked 
Abdou’s crutches, knocking him to 
the ground, and then shot him in the 
head. “I ran toward my husband,” 
Halima recalled, “and they continued 
shooting him, about eight times.”

Halima knelt beside Abdou’s body, 
crying for two hours as other villagers 
fled the attackers. “Nobody came 
to help me because everybody ran 
away,” she said tearfully. 

Abdou was one of five people killed 
in the attack, and Halima and two of 
her daughters who witnessed Abdou’s 
murder are still recovering from the 
trauma. “I am always thinking of what 
has happened,” Halima said.

A Second Attack
The following month, on the evening 
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of 22 June, the Islamists returned. 
This time they killed anyone even 
associated with Christians, including 
a Muslim man who was married 
to a Christian woman. And four 
extremists on motorbikes searched 
the village looking specifically for 
Halima’s pastor, Ibrahim.

When a woman fleeing the attack 
saw gunmen approaching Ibrahim’s 
house, she warned him of the 
danger and he quickly hid behind a 
neighbour’s house. As the Islamists 
walked toward the pastor’s house, 
they were distracted by a villager 
trying to flee in a car.

Seeing his opportunity to escape, 
Ibrahim ran toward a river and hid. 
The pastor’s neighbour who tried to 
flee by car was shot by the extremists 
and is still recovering in the hospital. 

Ibrahim said he is certain the 
attackers were hunting him down 
because he is a pastor. He is thankful 
that he and many other Believers 
survived that day’s attack. “The 
fact that the attackers ran after that 
vehicle gave many Christians the 
opportunity to run away and to hide 
themselves,” Ibrahim said.

Starting Over
The 40 Christian families who lived in 
the village are now scattered across 
the region, most living in camps 
for displaced people. For now, they 
couldn’t return to their village even 
if it were safe, because they have no 
food. Local farmers haven’t been 
able to grow or harvest crops, and 
their livestock were stolen by the 
extremists.

Pastor Ibrahim said he is thankful 
for VOM’s support of his church as 
he and the other Believers try to 
start over. VOM is also helping to 
pay school fees for Christian children 
living in the camps.

“We thank you for coming here,” 
the pastor told Front-Line Workers. 
“It is a very good Christian testimony. 
That love that cries with a Christian, 
we saw that. You flew many 
kilometres to come here. You can 
see how these people live. We are so 
happy. They don’t even have words 
to say ‘Thank you.’ When you go 
back, don’t forget to greet the church 
there and take our greetings to them. 
We pray that this relationship will 
continue for long, so that our faith in 

Pastor Ibrahim survived an Islamist 
attack by hiding near a river. Today, he and 
other church members live in a camp for 
internally displaced people.

“If I have to die, I 
want to die with 
a cross hanging 
from my neck.”

Christ will be strengthened.”
Halima said the visits and prayers 

of her brothers and sisters in Christ 
have helped her get through the 
dark, lonely times. She asked that we 
pray for her health, that she will be 
able to provide for her daughters and 
that they will grow in faith.

She also asked that we pray for 
the Muslim extremists. “When 
Abdou was alive, he prayed for 
these people causing trouble in 
villages,” she said. “He prayed that 
God would show them the right way 
so that peace would come.” 

Halima and the other Christian 
villagers in the camp for displaced 
people continue to pray for peace 
so they can one day return to their 
homes. They are determined to 
maintain their Christian witness 
there despite the constant threat of 
another attack by Islamic extremists. 




bathrooms and other areas, and even 
brought a TV for the prisoners. And 
these men were not affiliated with 
the prison; they chose to serve the 
prisoners out of their love for Jesus 
Christ. 

“Before they even opened their 
mouths to preach,” Brahim said, 
“these actions of taking care of 
people who were desperate and in 
terrible conditions started turning 

F or three years, Brahim 
withstood the sweltering heat 
of a prison cell in the Sahara 

Desert — conditions that killed other 
inmates. But then he witnessed 
something that gave him hope.

One day in 2017, a group of 
men visited the prison in Niger to 
make some improvements for the 
prisoners. They put windows in the 
walls, installed ceiling fans, cleaned 

A former Muslim and two family members are determined to make sure every 
member of the Tuareg tribe in their region hears about Jesus — even if 

it costs them everything.

my heart toward Christianity.”
Some of the visitors returned 

each Sunday to share the Gospel 
with prisoners and read from the 
Bible, and Brahim, imprisoned for his 
association with a crime, was moved 
by what he heard. “The message 
was so practical,” he recalled. “And 
they were practicing what they were 
saying. Through their behaviour, 
I could see that this group of 

Thirty-Three Churches 
Three Men, 
Three Years,



�������

����������������
��������

�����

�����

��������
�����

�����
�������
��

������������
	����

��������

�������

������

����

����������
������������
���������

people feared God. That gave me 
confirmation that those people were 
on the right path.”

Brahim decided to follow that 
same path and put his trust in 
Jesus Christ. While still in prison, 
he studied God’s Word regularly 
and watched the JESUS film, also 
provided by the Christians. And 
upon his release from prison, in 
2018, he met with a pastor to study 
the Bible before returning home to 
his wife and children. He wanted to 
return to his people with a better 
understanding of God’s Word so he 
could properly discuss it with them.

As he returned to his home city, 
Brahim felt God calling him to take 
the Gospel to all of the Tuareg 
people in his region of Niger, which 
covers hundreds of miles. His prayer 
is to do so by 2025, no matter the 
cost.

“I am looking for 100 percent,” 
said Brahim, whose face was mostly 
covered by a green Tuareg turban. 
“The objective is to take the Gospel 
to everybody, not just a few.”

Reaching His People
Most of the Tuareg people live in 
a vast section of the Sahara that 
stretches from Niger into Algeria, 
Burkina Faso, Libya and Mali. 
They are a semi-nomadic people, 
meaning they travel with their herds 
of livestock on a seasonal basis but 
also live on designated farmland. In 
Niger, 2.6 million people, or 11% of 
the population, are Tuareg. 

As he set out to reach the Tuareg 
people with the Gospel, Brahim 
started with his family. He first led 
his wife and seven adult children 
to Christ and then shared the Good 
News with relatives, most of whom 
decided to follow Jesus immediately.

Early on in his mission to tell the 
Tuareg about Christ, Brahim visited 
the tribe’s leader in his region. He 
shared the Gospel with the man, 
who also happens to be a relative, 
and discussed his intentions to 
witness to the Tuareg people. 

“I am not Christian, but I am not 
against Christians,” the leader told 
him. “Whoever wants to become 
Christian in these more than 100 
villages, he is free.” 

With the leader’s permission and 
the help of the pastor who had 
discipled him, Brahim gathered the 
hundreds of members of his own 
clan and told the crowd why he had 
brought them together. “The truth 
I discovered is about Jesus,” he told 
them plainly. “He is the way. He is the 
light. Whoever does not follow Him 
cannot meet God.”

Brahim asked everyone who 
wanted to put their trust in Christ 
to raise their hand. Then the pastor 
recorded the names of those who 
responded. “If you are raising your 
hand,” Brahim said as the pastor 
continued writing down names, “I 
want it to be public so many people 
in the village will know you are a 
Christian.” More than 400 people 
placed their faith in Christ that day, 
and Brahim promised them he 
would return to share more about 
Jesus Christ and the Bible.

Two of Brahim’s family members 
soon joined him in his ministry work 
— his adult son, Wararni, and his 
cousin, Usaden, who serves as chief 
of his village. Like Brahim, both had a 
strong desire to share the Gospel with 
other Tuaregs.

“The understanding I got on the 
day I accepted Jesus is that this work 
has to be my life,” Wararni said. “The 
work is not for me only; the work is 
for more people to hear.”

When the men visit a new village, 
their strategy is to find a “man 
of peace,” someone who is kind-
hearted, trusted by his community 
and open to hearing the Gospel. 
That man then takes the Gospel to 
his people and explains that those 
who shared it with him will visit 
on a given date to explain more to 
anyone who is interested. 

Together or individually, the 
evangelists then return to the village 
as a guest of the man they met on 

the first visit. They share the Gospel, 
read stories from the Bible and 
answer questions from those who 
gather to hear them. 

Bearing Fruit
Since 2018, when the three men 
began sharing the Gospel, they 
have seen from 100 to 1,000 people 
come to faith in Christ each time 
they preach. In addition, Brahim has 
started 19 churches and Usaden has 
started six.

Usaden has been surprised by 
the rapid spread and acceptance 
of the Gospel among the Tuareg. 
“People are coming to Jesus,” he said, 
“and that gives me courage, a lot of 
courage.”

The reason so many are coming to 
Christ at once, a Front-Line Worker 
explained, is that the tribe has the 
characteristics of a close family. “The 
family connection is very strong,” 
he said. “When they see the leader 
doing something, they often don’t 
question it.”

In addition to sharing the Gospel 
with Tuaregs, the men have preached 
to smaller groups of nomadic Fulani 
and Arabs who pass through their 
region. 

The nomadic Tuareg people are 
spread across several countries in Africa’s 
Sahara region. 

ALGERIA
LIBYA

MALI

NIGERIA

NIGER

BURKINA FASO



Wararni and his wife, who is Fulani, 
have started eight churches and led 
hundreds of both Fulani and Tuaregs 
to Christ. And with each one of them, 
Wararni said, “There is no doubt of 
them accepting Jesus.”

Brahim said that while Arabs 
tend to be less open to the Gospel, 
seven who came to know Christ are 
now making disciples among their 
own people. “Most of that work is 
in Algeria,” Brahim said. “We want 
to finish the task in Niger before we 
enter another country, but the Arabs 
of Niger should be the ones to go 
there.”

While the number of new Believers 
and churches is exciting, the three 
evangelists know much work is yet 
to be done. They take discipleship 
seriously, recording the names of 
each new Believer and making sure 
to follow up with them. “We want 
them to be taught, discipled, so they 
can go far in their faith,” Brahim said.

The men have found it challenging 
but not impossible to baptize new 
Believers in the desert. When they 
take the Gospel somewhere new, 
they bring a tarp along with them, 
dig a hole, line the hole with the tarp 
and fill it with water. So even in the 
middle of the desert, they have the 
pleasure of seeing men and women 
publicly proclaim that Jesus Christ is 
their Lord and Savior.

Stirring Up Trouble 
As word spread that hundreds of 
people in multiple villages were 
leaving Islam for Christ, local Islamic 
leaders grew angry. Once, a group 
of men came to Brahim’s house 
threatening to kill him and his family 
if he didn’t stop his ministry work. 
But of course it didn’t faze him; he 
knows where he’s going when he 
dies. “I know if you touch me, you are 
declaring war with heaven,” Brahim 
said.  

The three evangelists must be creative 
when baptizing new Believers in the 
Sahara Desert.
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Then, in 2020, Wararni nearly 
lost his life. During Ramadan, two 
Fulani chiefs and two Tuareg chiefs 
complained to a local government 
official that Wararni and his wife were 
forcing people to leave Islam. 

Islamic leaders frequently bring 
such accused Christians before local 
leaders, demanding that the accused 
be prevented from continuing their 
Christian work. And the leaders 
generally explain that they can’t 
do anything because the Nigerien 
constitution guarantees freedom of 
religion.

This time, however, the two Fulani 
and two Tuareg chiefs took matters 
into their own hands. As Wararni 
talked with a friend in a nearby 
village, the four Muslims approached 
and surrounded them.

“What are you doing here?” 
Wararni’s friend asked. 

“We are after him,” one of the 
Muslims said, pointing to Wararni. 
“We want to kill him.”

The men had swords, and one of 
them also had a pistol. 

“I was thinking, ‘This day they will 
end my life, but I am so happy even 
if they kill me as I do this work,’” 
Wararni recalled. 

Although he was prepared to die 
for Christ if it was God’s will, Wararni 
also wanted to continue serving Him. 
He called a friend in the village who 
is a member of the Nigerien military, 
and within minutes his friend arrived 
with three other soldiers to arrest the 
four Muslims. 

“I said, ‘There are four bandits here 
who want to attack us!’” Wararni 
recalled. “The military leader arrested 
the four of them and put them in the 
car.”

As their influence and reputation 
continue to grow in the region, 
Wararni and the others expect to face 
increased persecution — and they 
aren’t fearful. Each time they disciple 

a new Believer, they teach him or her 
that persecution is sure to come and 
is simply part of following Jesus. 

“It is part of my life and it is part 
of the life of many of my disciples,” 
Wararni said. “They expect it.”

Continuing the Work 
VOM is supplying print and audio 
Bibles as well as other ministry tools 
to the three evangelists, who are 
thankful for the support. “We are 
also so grateful that you travelled 
all the way to meet us,” Brahim said, 
“and to find out how we are doing 
and how the Lord has moved.” 

The three men asked that we 
pray for the protection of Christians, 
especially pastors and other leaders, 
as they interact with Muslims. They 
also asked that we pray “against any 
strategy of the enemy” to stop their 
work. 

“I want the work to continue 
expanding and moving,” Wararni 
said. 

“I want you and your people to pray 
for these Believers to have unity so that 
Satan will not enter inside and create 
divisions,” Usaden added. “When they 
are strong, they can move forward and 
follow God.”

Looking back on the past few years, 
Brahim said he’s thrilled to see how 
the Gospel has flourished among the 
Tuareg and Fulani people in Niger. 
He’s also pleased with the faithful 
work of his son, Wararni, and cousin, 
Usaden.

“I am so happy, more than how 
somebody can be happy,” he said. 
“Whatever problem I face or I am 
facing, when I think of what is 
happening, I forget about everything. 
I just rejoice in the Lord.” 

A tree and carefully placed textiles 
provide shade for these Tuareg men 
listening to the Good News. 
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FOUNDATIONS

 Nearly 3,000 years have passed since these words were 
written, but if someone asks me how things are going in 
Communist Romania and in a third of the world, I could 
not have better words than these. Men are trying to 
prevail against God, saying, “We, the Communists, are 
so strong, so powerful; we don’t need your God.” This 
describes what is going on in Communist countries.  
 In his crisis, King Asa prays to God, “Let not man 
prevail against you.” We are not kings here, but every 
one of us is like a king or queen in our own little kingdom. 
As for problems, surely you have them. We could learn 
from Asa. Let us go to God in prayer. It is the best we can 
do. 
 I would like to tell you how God fought for us in prison. 
 Forced into slave labor on a canal, we were all sad. But 

I
PREVAIL  AGAINST GOD

L et Not Man 
By Sabina Wurmbrand

Excerpted and edited from a 1981 message

one young Jewish lady, a doctor, was sadder than the rest 
of us. 
 One day she stood near me as I was on my straw 
mattress, and I tried to give something to this heart in 
despair. Despair in the heart of the prisoner was so dark. 
 I tried to tell her, “You, being Jewish, should not be so 
in despair, because God has promised to our forefather, 
Abraham, that the Jewish people will have a bright future. 
They will be like the sand on the seashore and like the stars 
in the sky.” 
 Lifting up her beautiful, sad eyes, she said, “Surely, 
like the sand on the seashore, trodden under the feet of 
everyone, we are trodden under the feet of the Communist 
guards. But like the stars in the sky, don’t speak to me 
anymore about your God.” 

n 2 Chronicles 14, King Asa is in a big crisis. The enemy has invaded his country, 
and he knows he is too weak to stand against them. Not knowing how to solve 
his problem, he goes to God in prayer. “Help us, O LORD our God, for we rely on 
you. … O LORD, you are our God; let not man prevail against you.”
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Monthly Debit Order FACILITY IS AVAILABLE!

Many of our readers graciously and lovingly are depositing their financial gifts into one of our bank accounts. To make this more
 streamlined, we have introduced a debit-order option if you would like to give on a more regular basis.

If you want to donate via debit-order, please print out and complete the form below, and email it directly to bianca@vomsa.org

The debit-order can be cancelled at anytime by WRITTEN NOTICE via email on bianca@vomsa.org

DEBIT ORDER MANDATE FOR Christian Mission International (CMI) 

 

I hereby authorise you, <Christian Mission International> (the “beneficiary”), through Transaction Capital 
Payment Solutions (the “Collecting Party”), to issue and deliver payment instructions to my banker for collection 
against my abovementioned account at my abovementioned bank as long as the sum of such payment 
instructions will not differ from my obligations as agreed to in the agreement. 

I agree that the first payment instruction will be issued and delivered on _________________ for the amount of  

R ____________(monthly donation amount).  

If the date of the payment instruction falls on weekend or public holiday, I agree that the payment instruction 
may be debited against my account on the next business day. In the event, that there are insufficient funds 
available to honour the payment, I agree that a double debit may be processed on my account in the next month.  

Subsequent payment instructions will continue to be delivered in terms of this authority until the obligations in 
terms of this agreement have been paid or until this authority is cancelled by me by giving you notice in writing 
of not less than 30 days notice. 

I acknowledge that all payment instructions issued by you will be treated by my abovementioned bank as if the 
instructions had been issued by me personally. 

I also acknowledge that this debit order mandate will be transmitted electronically to the Collecting Party and by 
this transmission the mandate authority is approved.   
 

Signed at ___________________________ (place) on _________________________________ (dd/mm/yyyy) 

 

Signature (s) as used for operating the bank account ______________________________________________ 

Please email this completed form to bianca@vomsa.org 

Christian Mission International, P.O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill 1417. Tel: 076 022 3336 (Office Cellphone) 

Office Sec. Bianca Slabber • email: bianca@vomsa.org • Executive Director: Mr A. B Illman • email: cmi@vomsa.org • Cell: 083 457 4164.  

Name of Account Holder:  
 

Address: 
 
 
 

 
 

Bank Account Details: 
Bank Name 

 

Branch Name 
 

 

Branch Number 
 

 

Bank Account Number 
 

 

Type of Account       Current/Cheque              Savings           Transmission    
 

Preferred Debit Date: 
 

1st             15th              20th             25th             Last day of month 

Name of Beneficiary: 
 

Christian Mission International 

Cell Number: 
 

 

Telephone Number: 
 

 



April/May 2022Prayer Diary
APRIL

17 LAOS Pray for unity among the new generation of Christian leaders despite their differing ethnicities.

18 SAUDI ARABIA Pray for the protection and growth of small local fellowships throughout the country. 

19 MYANMAR Pray for churches in Myanmar as they navigate political instability and uncertainty.

20 BAHRAIN Pray that Jesus Christ will be revealed to those persecuting Believers.

21 LEBANON Pray for those ministering to Syrian refugees in the Bekaa Valley.

22 SRI LANKA Pray for those reaching out to children.

23 TURKMENISTAN Pray that the government will officially recognize the Bible in the Turkmen language.

24 NORTH KOREA Pray for the engineers responsible for keeping daily Gospel radio broadcasts on the air.

25 NEPAL Pray for Christian widows in Nepal who face severe discrimination.

26 SYRIA Pray for Pastor Victor in Afrin who is faithfully sharing Christ amid great turmoil. 

27 VIETNAM Pray for new Believers experiencing persecution through the loss of homes, land and livelihood.

28 AZERBAIJAN  Pray that churches will reach out to those who lost income during pandemic quarantines.

29 ERITREA Pray for the government, those in authority and Eritrea’s long-time leader, Isaias Afwerki.

30 BURKINA FASO Pray that new Believers will be able to get their own copy of God’s Word.

MAY

1 OMAN Pray for the encouragement and boldness of local Believers worshiping in isolation. 

2 AZERBAIJAN Pray that Believers will use technology effectively to proclaim the Gospel.

3 LAOS Pray that training sessions will encourage and strengthen new Believers.

4 TAJIKISTAN Pray for the health of Tamara, a widow whose husband was killed for being a pastor.

5 MOROCCO Pray that Bibles will become more accessible throughout the country.

6 BANGLADESH Pray for those training 50 Front-Line Workers to carry the Gospel to Muslims.

7 YEMEN Pray that imprisoned Believers will continue to find strength and encouragement in Christ. 

8 TURKEY Pray for a pastor who has not been allowed to see his daughter for several years because of his faith.

9 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC Pray that Christian converts from Islam will grow in number and faith.

10 CAMEROON Pray for Christians who have been displaced by Boko Haram attacks in northern Cameroon.

11 MYANMAR Pray for the complicated political situation in the country.

12 KAZAKHSTAN Pray for Christian events that train and encourage Kazakh Believers.

13 COLOMBIA Pray for Front-Line Workers who share the Gospel with unreached people groups.

14 PAKISTAN Pray that blasphemy laws will be overturned and religious freedom will flourish.
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www.persecutionsa.org/donate

Subscribe to our FREE monthly Newsletter. Go to www.persecutionsa.org

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:
Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Tel: 010 777 0114 (8am-1pm) |  Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-5pm)
 E-pos: cmi@vomsa.org or bianca@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@cmi - vomsa

Directors:  Mr A.B. Illman (Executive); Pastor R. Marsh; Mr R. Keir; 
Pastor J. Tucker; Mr D. Kirton; Mr C. Hutchinson

© Permission to reprint any portion of this newsletter must be obtained from Christian Mission International.


